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Oklahoma Lionism thrived during the Great Depression

Taken from the March 1939 The Lion magazine

Harold Cotton, president of the
Blackwell, Okla. Club and wrestling
coach of the high school team, has been
chosen by the Junior Chamber of
Commerce for the Distinguished
Service Award. Lion Cotton came to
Blackwell 12 years ago and in his time
has produced three conference champi-
on wrestling squads. His work with
boys at summer camp, and his record at
the school, brought him the award.

The EL RENO Lions are carrying
out a Transient Work Relief program

Manager, 350 McCormick Building,

MELVIN JONES, Editor and Business
Chicago.

The Lion, March 1939

whereby transients will be given an
opportunity to work for meals and lodg-
ing on city parks and streets. Under the
Lions plan, “panhandling” has been
well nigh eliminated.

All the young men in the town are
being organized in a club by Lion John
Thacker of the LAMONT club, and the
Lions are providing material and paint
with which to fix up a club room. The
boys will meet in the community build-
ing, and study manual training and
other work of interest to youth.

Lions State Calendar

The OK Lions Calendar is updated often on-line at: http://lionnet-oklahoma.org
in printable .pdf format. To list Lions events, call 405-947-6540 or e-mail lionad-

min@sbcglobal.net.
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Fri 2: Anadarko LC Spaghetti Dinner
to benefit Boys/Girls/Education
Committees, $5 adults, $3 children 11
and under
Sat 3: Fairview LC Hamburger Fry
for Gloss Mountains Car Show, pro-
ceeds for scholarship
Wed 7: OK Lions MHSU Committee
meeting, 10:30am, OK Lions St Offc,
4123 NW 10, OKC
8-11: Garfield Co Fair, Enid; Garfield
Co Lions-free diabetes screenings
Sat 10: Vinita LC Calf Fry fundraiser
Binger LC Golf Tournament
Sat 17: Tulsa Downtown LC New
Member Orientation, 1-3pm, food
court conf rm, Promenade Mall, Tulsa
OLBR Bd Mtg, Perkins
OK Lions Long Range Planning
Committee Mtg, 10am to noon, OK
Lions St Offc, 4123 NW 10, OKC
Talihina LC bingo booth, 6-10pm at

Choctaw Tribe’s OCCRA Grand Prix
Glenpool LC Golf Tournament
Ada LC Skeet and Trap Shoot-Out
Wakita L.C Cherokee Strip Festival

21-24: USA/Canada Lions Forum,

Peoria, Illinois

Sat 24: Tulsa Brookside LC Paintball

25-29: LCI Senior Lions Leadership

Institute, Peoria, Illinois

October 2005
Leo Membership Growth Month
International Relations Month

Tue 4: Walters Noon LC Culpepper-

Merriweather Circus fundraiser
Bartlesville Green Country LC

Open House, 7pm, Bartlesville First

Church of the Nazarene

Eri 7: Fairview LC Homecoming

Pancake/Sausage Supper, proceeds for

scholarship

Sat 8: Talihina L.C Carnival

3-K Cabinet Meeting, McAlester

The trophy which the PONCA CITY
Lions present each year to the city’s
most useful citizen was won this year
by former Oklahoma Governor E. W.
Marland. Nominations for the award
are received from the entire community,
and the selection of the winner of the
Lions Cup is made by a committee of
non-members. Mr. Marland received
the award “for his outstanding service
to the community over a long period of
years.”

A basketball game between Bloomer

Girl teams of TALIHINA and SPIRO
club raised $45 for the prize fund which
the Spiro Lions will use for awards to F.
F. A. boys making the most progress in
a crop production program.

Under its civic improvement and
community betterment program, the
WAKITA club has undertaken to pro-
vide a cooperative creamery for farmers
and business men. All profits from the
new plant will be turned back to the
farmers who sell the cream.

Catch the Passion

by 3-0O Vice District Governor/Mission 30 Coordinator Delbert King

Now that summer vacations are
behind us, it is time to focus on fall
membership programs. Granted, most
Lions Clubs recruit new members all
year around. However, fall membership
drives have traditionally proven to be a
good way to produce an increased level
of excitement in the early part of the
new Lions year.

Even though most Lions may have
read the Mission 30 article in the
July/August 2005 issue of The LION
magazine, club presidents and member-
ship chairpersons are encouraged to
make the“PLUS ONE initiative a prior-
ity agenda item at all club meetings for
this year. Remember! PLUS ONE
means a net growth of one member at
the end of the 2005-2006 year. If a club
starts the year at 20 members, they must
end the Lions year at 21 members or
greater in order to meet the objective.

For those clubs demonstrating a
Passion for Growth through increased
membership during this initiative peri-
od, there will be awards to recognize

that Passion. See The LION magazine
article for a detailed explanation of the
awards available and the award criteria.

Clubs desiring assistance with mem-
bership/leadership issues or a program
on these subjects are encouraged to
contact their District Governor, Vice
District Governor, District Mission 30
Coordinator, or any of the MERL
(+Women) committee members, as list-
ed in the state directory.

Join the PRIDE and catch the
Passion for Growth in your club.
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OLSF Board Approves Cowboy
Cadillac Club Awards

by Steve McGuffin, Executive Director
Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation

A first of its kind Cowboy Cadillac Club Incentive Award was approved at the
July 30, 2005, Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation (OLSF) Board meeting. As
stated in earlier publications the top selling individual and club in the state and
each district will receive awards at the district mid-winter conventions.

The Top Selling Lion for the state and each district will receive an OLSF
Fellowship and a handsome award.

Current Leaders for Top Selling Lions

3-O  Dina Bleything Broken Arrow Evening $ 134
3-K  Danny Lewis Purcell $ 102
3-L  Danny King Altus $ 900
3-A Ron Schulz North Enid $ 250
3-H  Arnold Courts Edmond Evening $202

The Top Selling Club in the state will receive a one-of-a-kind banner patch and
a check for 15% of their raffle ticket sales to be used for their club projects. The
top-selling clubs in the remaining districts will receive a banner patch and a check
representing 10% of their raffle ticket sales to be used for their club projects.
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Memorials

OK Lions Boys Ranch
In memory of:

Dorothy Lockwood from Del City
Lions Club; Jessie Frejo from Lions
Donna Kay Spain-Bryant and Jack
Bryant; PDG Bob Powell from Lion
Leroy and Dickse Graham

OK Lions Eye Bank
In memory of:

Bill Jennings from Lion Bob and
Ann Patton, Tulsa Red Fork Lions
Club; Ruby Duffield from Tahlequah
Lions Club, PDG Glen & Margaret
Sizemore; Woodie L. Wade from
Cristen L. Woods

Briggs Memorial Scholarship

In memory of:

Ruby Duffield from Tahlequah
Lions Club, Lion Jerry and Shirleen
Gay

OK Lions Irrevocable Trust

In memory of:

Mike Leone and James “Jim”
Pruitt from PDG Louis and Lion

Hallie Lackey; Lion Martha
Hamilton from PDGs Gordon and
Janice Reeves, PDGs Bill and PCC
Yolanda Middleton, PDG Louis and
Lion Hallie Lackey

OK Lions Service Foundation

In memory of:

Lion Martha Hamilton from PID
Pat Shurley, PDG Jim and Lion Sherry
Keisman, PCC Verne and Lion Jacque
Ekstrom, Lion Steve and Jo McGuffin,
PDG Russell Wright, PCC Ron and
VDG Darlene Schulz, PID George and
Lion Ann Hazelbaker, Talihina Lions
Club, PDG Ferril and Lion Phyllis
Williamson, PDG Evajane and Lion
Bob Leonard; Karen Bode from Lion
John Bode and family, DG Bill and
Lion Betty Gardner, PDG Jim and
Lion Sherry Keisman; Lee Taylor and
Bill Jennings from DG Bill and Lion
Betty Gardner; Reta Beth Askew
from Lion Jack and Donna Andrews;
Lions Lloyd Iverson and Dr. Henry
Easterling from the Norman Lions
Club; Marie Wilson from PDG Jim
and Lion Sherry Keisman; Myrna
Nish from Surrey Hills Lions Club

Current Leaders for Top Selling Clubs

3-0 Broken Arrow Evening § 225
3-K Purcell § 102
3-L Altus $ 1,895
3-A North Enid $ 636
3-H Edmond Evening $ 759

Other Awards Include

* Dr. Robert McCullough Fellowship to each Lion who exceeds $500 in ticket
sales

* Louis Lackey Fellowship to each Lion with $250 - $499 in ticket sales

* NEW Cowboy Cadillac Pin to each Lion with a minimum of $25 in ticket
sales

Ticket sales will continue until November 30, 2005. The drawing will be held
on December 17, 2005, at 3:00 p.m. at the Charles Allen dealership in Chickasha.
We have arranged to have the BAR-S Foods cooker present to provide free hot
dogs and participate in a hot dog eating contest prior to the drawing.

If you have not yet received your tickets or need more tickets please contact me
at the state office at (405) 947-6540 or by e-mail at exdir@oklionsfoundation.org.

Tributes

OK Lions Boys Ranch
In honor of:

Frank Huebert, Immediate Past
President of the Fairview Lions Club
from Lion R. Deane Wymer

OK Lions Eye Bank
In honor of:

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Ryder in honor
of their 50th Wedding Anniversary
from Mr. and Mrs. F. J. MacCormack

OK Lions Irrevocable Trust

In honor of:

PDG Paul and Murel Denny and
Jim and Louise Coleman in honor of

their 50th Wedding Anniversaries from
PDG Bill and PCC Yolanda Middleton

OK Lions Service Foundation

In honor of:

PID DeRoy and Lion Helen
Skinner in honor of their many years
of service to the community through
the Lions Club from ANONYMOUS;
PCC Gene and Lion Anna Curtis in
honor of their 50th Wedding
Anniversary from Lion Jerry &
Barbara Hanson; PDG Larry Bailey
in honor of his great year as 3-K
Governor from PDG Jim and Lion
Sherry Keisman; PDG Darrel and
Kay Simmons in honor of their 50th
Wedding Anniversary

OK Lions Mobile Health Screening Unit Calendar

Go to http://lionnet-oklahoma.org for updated calendar. To schedule, call Dawn
Miller, OK Lions/OLSF office admin. sec. at 405-947-6540 from 8:30am to
4:30pm M-F.

September 2005

Thu-Fri am 8-9: Purcell LC, Greg
Wayland 405-527-4397

Sat 10 (tent): Yukon LC Steve Geries,
405-524-2070

Tue 13: Lawton Noon LC, Frank
Curran 580-353-1875

Thu 15: Perry LC, Steve Anderson,
580-336-4474

Sat 17: Edmond Evening LC, Larry
Streitmatter 405-715-3745

Thu-Fri 22-23: Edmond Evening LC

for UCO-Edmond, Steve McGuffin
405-947-6540
Sat 24: OKC Southwest LC and
BCBS-OK, Charlotte Greganti 405-
691-0852, or Edie Jones (BCBS-OK)
405-841-9741

October 2005

Sat 1: Heavener LC, Ralph Perdue
918-653-7831x279

Sat 8: Lindsay LC for REC Health
Fair, Kenny Scruggs 405-756-3104
x239

THE OKLAHOMA LION
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Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation and the Lions of Oklahoma

Chairperson, Council of Governors
PDG Gary Taylor
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Oklahoma Lions Boys Ranch
Donna Harders, Co-Director
Bryan Larison, Co-Director

PO Box 400, Perkins 74059-0400
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Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank
Jeanette King, Executive Director
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W 405-557-1393 Fax 405-557-0086
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Briggs Scholarship Foundation
President Sally Ventris
PO Box 631, Talihina 74571-0631
H 918-567-2911 sally@talihina.net
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Passion to Grow

and Excel

by Governor Bill Gardner

We started off the New Year with
excitement and enthusiasm with a
Region/Zone meeting in July, having 50+
Lions from 11 Clubs in attendance at
Pawhuska. Great success.

Region 1 Chairperson Floyd Raley,
Zone A Chairperson VDG Delbert King
and Zone B Chairperson Robert Wall
have announced the next Region/Zone
Meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on
October 20 at the Adult Center in Dewey.

Then we were pleasantly surprised to
have 90 Lions representing 28 Lions
Clubs attend our District 3-0 Officers
Training Session and Cabinet Meeting.
We had excellent teachers for the officers
and other program speakers who had the
Lions roaring and excited about going out
and rebuilding our clubs. We were ridin’
high, fast and hard. We are going to make
a difference this year and turn our district
around.

Today, I received notice that three
more clubs are being dropped by
International, making a total of six clubs
we have lost in a little over a year.
According to International, District 3-0
has 1,216 members. We must have 1,250
members to remain a district!

Clubs, we need HELP, HELP, and
HELP. We are not in this situation alone.
Several of the districts in Oklahoma have
been experiencing this problem for sever-
al years now, but this is a first for District
0. We have got to pull our numbers up,
by getting new members and hanging on
to the Lions we have now. I am asking
each of you to take this problem serious-
ly and personally. We have the leaders in
the MERL+W teams to help with whatev-
er problems you are having in your club.
Lions, if we all commit ourselves to this
very important task we can pull ourselves
out of this situation. Melvin Jones and I
are deeply in need of your support. Please
don’t let us down.

So far we have visited 22+ very active
and strong clubs, but we can not let our
guard down; we need more new members
and to retain our existing members.

UPDATE on your Vice District
Governors activities: He has visited at
least 12 clubs in our district, meeting
members and advising them of their
assignments and the membership chal-
lenges for the 3-0 MERL-W, and talking
about goals of the Mission 30 program.
VDG Delbert King this month presented
plans to the MERL-W committee mem-
bers and some have started visits. VDG
King has plans to visit about 17 clubs that
have retention issues and are far below
the 20 suggested size. ANY CLUB need-
ing HELP, please ASK for help. VDG
Delbert King may be reached by e-mail
jking@bartnet.net or telephone 918-333-
3669; address is: 3212 S.E. Brighton
Lane, Bartlesville, Ok. 74006.

NEEDING HELP? Call VDG King,
PCC Linda Hughes, or Governor Bill
Gardner. All we want to do is save our
existing membership and add new mem-
bers. Think about where you can start a
new club.

District 3-0 Chairperson for the OLSF
COWBOY CADILLAC is Lion Dan
Crawford, telephone 918-749-8400.

Dates to Remember
Sat, Sep 10: Vinita Lions Calf Fry; Sat,

Washingion

4331-8471
82-2042

Open House for prospective
members; working on annual golf
tournament for September 17.

Grove: Will have concession
stand at annual Grand Lake
Pelican Festival Sep. 23-25. Great
Circus this year, with no RAIN.
Won OK Dept of Transportation
Hub Award for most trash gath-
ered in town over 5,000. Had the
OK Lions MHSU on July 9.

Sep 17: Glenpool Lions Club Golf
Tournament; Sat, Sep 24: Tulsa
Brookside LC Paint Ball fundraiser; Oct
20: Region 1, Zones A&B Mtg, 6 pm,
Adult Center, Dewey; Nov 1-2:
Tahlequah LC host OK Lions MHSU;
Nov 19: Grove Lions Chicken and
Noodle Dinner; Nov 19: Jenks Lions
Pancake Breakfast, 7-10 am; May 26,
2006: Jay Lions Club Circus

Club Activities

Bartlesville Downtown: Provided eye-
glasses for 2 persons; collected 105 prs
used eyeglasses and 1 printer cartridge;
helped with maintenance of Concern
Child Learning Center; donated $100 to
Bartlesville Board of Education for Band
Director.

Bartlesville Green Country: Made 7
Club visits; 12 volunteered at the Kidde
Park; collected 167 used printer car-
tridges, 2 cell phones, and 4 prs of used
eyeglasses.

Bartlesville Tuxedo: Volunteered at local
children’s amusement park; paid for eye-
glasses for high school student.; collected
30 prs used eyeglasses; donated $50 to
“Fill the Backpack Project” for upcoming
school year. One member dropped.
Broken Arrow Evening: Provided exam
and eyeglasses to Broken Arrow citizen;
held annual bowling tournament and
raised over $500. New members are
Amber Hanson, Robert Cooke, Dina
Bleything and Kenneth Bleything, all
sponsored by Diane Hanson.

Broken Arrow Noon: Delivered Meals
on Wheels; manned the OK Lions MHSU
at Broken Arrow Senior Center; volun-
teered at Aquarium and Broken Arrow
Senior Center; collected 67 prs used eye-
glasses; paid for eyeglasses for an appli-
cant; dropped 3 members.

Claremore Will Rogers: Donated $200
to sponsor club member in 100-hole golf
marathon fundraiser; donated $500 for
school supplies plus helped in distribu-
tion; paid for eye exams and eyeglasses
for 6 local residents; donated $500 to
Claremore School for Performing Arts
Center.

Coweta: Donated $50 to student for mis-
sion trip and $200 to White Cane.
Dewey: Operated Fourth of July conces-
sion stand, profit $1,232; visited Wann
Lions; 9 attended Region meeting at
Pawhuska; drove Dewey city bus and vol-
unteered at Tom Mix Museum.

Fairland: Hosted OK Lions MHSU; co-
sponsored project overlaying parking lot
with asphalt; installed tennis and basket-
ball court; assisting with replacement of
Senior Center ramp; upgraded highway
signs at entrances to town; purchased 6
picnic tables for park; became Charter
Organization for Boy Scout Pack 669;
voted to participate in OLSF Cowboy
Cadillac; sponsoring booth at Ottawa
County Fair; donated $500 to OK Lions
Boys Ranch; Jacob Gibbs recognized as
Student of the Month.

Glenpool: Paid for eyeglasses and exam
for a person; held hamburger social for

Planning for Nov. 10 Chicken and
Noodle Dinner. Have 2 new members:
Lori Frost, sponsor Greg Lamp and
Martha Fox, sponsor Debbie Mavity.
Inola: District Governor installed their
new officers. Have new members Sam
Walker, Joe Kight and Mike Martin.
Jay: Sold tickets for 1967 Mustang con-
vertible for Jay’s Cruise Night; Signed
contract with Culpepper & Merriweather
Circus for May 26, 2006. Have 6 new
members: Jeff Johnson, Mary Jane
Law, Ellen Oliver and Jo Carol Ivey, all
sponsored by Carol Fortner; Carolyn and
Dr. George Kendall, both sponsored by
Rosalie (Pinky) Holt. Jay’s on the move.
Jenks: Helped the Chamber at Jenks
Centennial; parked cars and handed out
cake. Selling Jenks Main Street
Memories for $50. Pancake Day is Nov.
19, 7am to 10am at City Hall.
Mannford: Proceeds of Aug. 19 golf
tournament will go for scholarship fund.
Making plans for Chili Dinner.

Morris: Income from antique car show
was $956.

Mounds: Donated $100 to Trash-Off
Day, $1,250 for Mounds scholarships,
$750 for community scholarship, $250
band scholarship, $250 athletic scholar-
ship, $250 to student attending national
Beta Club leadership meeting, $1,000 for
new tables for Mounds Community
Center. Held annual fish fry.

Muskogee: Donated $1,000 to OLSF,
$1,000 to Muskogee County 4-H pro-
gram, $500 to Boy Scout Troop 602, $250
to Kelly B. Todd Cerebral Palsy Center,
$300 to Ark of Faith homeless shelter and
$250 to Muldrow Indian Home Children
Services; gave 3-$500 scholarships; pur-
chased 2 pairs eyeglasses and collected
26 prs of used eyeglasses to be recycled.
State Secretary installed new officers.
Awards were given to President Dale
Asher and Past President John Been on
behalf of OLSF. Have 3 new members:
Keith Dennis, Kellie Edwards and
Patricia Harrison.

Okmulgee: Collected 20 prs used eye-
glasses; donated $150 to American
Legion Boys State and $100 for Ms.
Okmulgee scholarship. Had a great golf
tournament. Worked on World Sight Day,
donation $1,400.

Pawhuska: Presented $500 scholarships
to 2 seniors. Gave 5 algebra and math

awards. Have new member J. D. Stump,
sponsor Floyd Kyler.

Pawnee: Added 2 new members:
Patrick Pogue, sponsored by Jarrett
Matsberger, and Aaron Mitchell, spon-
sored by Gary Vance.

Porter: Held annual Peach Festival.
Installed officers Aug. 22 at Bakers
Annex Café on Hwy. 69.

Pryor: Donated $1,000 to OK Lions
Service Foundation. Provided eyeglasses
for 2. Dropped 1 member.

Tahlequah: Voted to purchase shelter for
outdoor events. Purchased 5 prs of eye-
glasses; delivered over 200 prs of eye-
glasses to NSUCO. Having business
cards printed. Scheduled OK Lions
MHSU for Nov. 1-2.

Tulsa Brookside: Working on member-
ship drive and on Paint Ball fundraiser
(Sep. 24). Lost member Roland Cox.
Tulsa Metro: Donated 11 cell phones, 12
chargers and 17 used printer cartridges to
OLSF. Three members attended State
Board Meetings and Council Meeting in
OKC. Collected 3 hearing aids, 50 prs
used eyeglasses and 6 lenses for recy-
cling. Received $97 from rental of club’s
concession trailer. Club going to see 7
Brides for 7 Brothers. Three members
helped Broken Arrow Noon Lions with
MHSU. Dropped 1 member.

Tulsa Northwest: Did yard work for
seniors and handicapped

Tulsa Downtown: Donated $100 to
Lions World Services for the Blind. Paid
for 2 eye exams ($20), 9 prs of eyeglass-
es ($440). Collected 600 prs used eye-
glasses and 150 lenses for recycling.
Collected 2 cell phones for OLSF. Have
2 new members: Rita Bingham and
John Griffin.

Tulsa Redfork: Signed contract for con-
cession operations at Milton football sta-
dium. We are the longest contract with
Tulsa Public Schools. Donated to
Alzheimer’s Association. Had “ole” time
member give $5,000 for memorial garden
and remodeling of our club house. Lost a
loyal member in William (Bill) Jennings;
he will be missed.

Vinita: Worked concession stand at annu-
al Will Rogers Rodeo. Gave District
Governor Bill Gardner $500 for expens-
es. Donated used cell phones and printer
cartridges to OLSF; collected used eye-
glasses for recycling.

Wagoner: Collected food for Wagoner
Area Neighbors. Donated $100 to
Wagoner Area Neighbors for school sup-
plies, $70 to Wagoner Area Neighbors in
memory of Jo Jean Day, Executive
Director of Wagoner Area Neighbor.
Welch: Preparing for annual Sporting
Clay Shoot on Sep. 27; dropped a mem-
ber.

Inola Lions Club 2005-06 Officers

from left to right: (back) Drew Turner, David Bond, Gary Buscombe; (front)
Howard Childers, Randy Baldridge, Gov. Bill Gardner, Todd Ward, Charles

Palmer
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Each One Get
One

by Governor Les Walker

Vian is a small town of approximate-
ly 1300 people and 22 Lions Club
members. Each One Get One is the
motto for the Vian Lions Club. They are
actively recruiting new members. Keep
up the good work!

As I make my club visits, I see clubs
with positive attitudes and the desire to
grow their memberships. Plus One or
one net new member or more for each
club this year is our goal. We can do this
if we have the Passion to Grow. In the
period from July 1 to August 15,
District 3-K dropped 22 members and
gained 17 new members. Let’s turn this
trend around and have more new mem-
bers than drops. More members mean
more workers for service projects to
fulfill our motto We Serve. We are
doing a good job. We can do even bet-
ter. WE CAN DO IT!

In Memoriam

Our sincere sympathy goes to PDG
Harold Hamilton and the family of Lion
Martha Hamilton who died Monday,
August 15. Not only have we lost a ded-
icated Lion but also a wonderful and
loving individual. Lion Martha will be
greatly missed.

Monthly Membership
Reports

There are still a few clubs that have
not filed their MMRs. It takes only a
few minutes to file electronically or by
paper form. Please contact me if you
need help. Help make our goal of 100%
Monthly Membership Reports for each
month.

Cabinet Meeting

District 3-K’s first cabinet meeting
was a big success. Turnout was good.
My thanks to all who took time out of
their busy week to attend. And a special
thanks to the trainers: PDG Greg
Arbuckle, PDG Larry Bailey, PDG
Evajane Leonard, and PCC Marshall
Brence for a very good presentation on
new member orientation.

Dates to Remember

Sep 17: Ada Lions Club Skeet and
Trap Shoot Out fundraiser

Oct 8: 10:00 a.m., Cabinet Meeting
at the Meeting Place in McAlester

Jan 27-28: 3-K  Mid-Winter
Convention at Lake Murray State
Lodge, Ardmore

Mar 6: 10:00 a.m., Cabinet Meeting
at The Meeting Place in McAlester

Official Visits

Please let me know as soon as possi-
ble when it would be convenient to visit
your club.

New Members in 3-K

Antlers: Robert Duran

Ardmore: Paul Arambula, Gay Celcer
and Natalie Graham

Broken Bow: Branson Ewing and
Daren Brumley

| _ District 3-K

Govdrnor Les Walker
2800 Eastgate
Seminole 74868

scholarship.  Authorized
purchase of one pair of
eyeglasses.

Sy If we serve with

passion, we will suc-
ceed.

Heavener: Morris and June Magness
Idabel: Christopher Willingham and
Scott Robbins
Vian: Faye Sanders

Activities
Ada: Held officers’ installation and
awards banquet. In 2004-05 helped
over 57 local citizens get their eyes
examined and get eyeglasses.
Atoka: Donated $100 for handicap
ramp for individual in need.
Coalgate: Ran train at Independence
Day Celebration as fundraiser. Sent
$100 to OK Lions Service Foundation
for White Cane drive.
Konawa: Worked every Friday in July
preparing concession trailer for
Konawa Gospel Singing.
Pocola: President Ocie Farrie, PDG Jim
Keisman and Lion Farmer Wann attend-
ed reception/picnic at the Governor’s
mansion to receive the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation Adopt-a-
Highway award for their club.
Taliina: Donated $100 to community
for fireworks display.
Wewoka: Gave $100 to Lions World
Services for the Blind, $50 to Leader
Dogs for the Blind, $50 to Dr. Eugene
Briggs Memorial Scholarship
Foundation, and $50 to Jim Sullivan

Lions of Oklahoma
State Directory
Updates

12: Elmore City LC Secretary

Rachel Bailey
pg 13: Seminole LC President Fred
Bunyan
pg 16: Duncan Evening LC President
John Edwards

Elk City and Elk City Lioness clubs
meet at the Holiday Inn

Hinton LC meets 2d & 4th Tuesdays
pg 17: Yukon LC meets at Hampton
Inn, 1351 Canadian Ct (in area of [-40

and Garth Brooks)

pg 20: Lahoma LC meets 15t & 3td
Wednesdays, Secretary = Melynda
Hibbitt

pg 24: Bethany Helping Hands LC
meets 15t & 37 Tuesdays

Crescent LC meets at Kelly’s Cafe, N
Main; President Jerry Linson

Harrah LC President Gary Fitzgerald

Midwest City LC President Connie
Edwards

Moore Breakfast LC meets on 20d &
4th Saturdays
pg 25: OKC Expressway LC President
Bob Phillips

pg 27: Finance and Audit Committee 3-
H 2-yr Dean Taylor
pg 31: Briggs Board 3-K 1-yr Judy
Elliott
pg 82: Add to ALWAYS paragraph-To
give them freely of my time, labor and
means. Replace TO AID my fellow man
with TO AID others.
pg 83: BAILEY, Rachel [Elmore City],
PO Box 761, Elmore City 73433 (C)
405-207-8141
pg 84: BIBBITT should be HIBBITT
pg 85: BUNYAN, Fred [Seminole], Rt 4
207 Quail Creek Rd, Seminole 74868
pg 86: CORRAL, David (F) 918-464-
2605 e-mail davidcorral@sbcglobal.net
pg 88 EDWARDS, Connie [Midwest
City], 4420 S Westminster Rd,
Oklahoma City 73150 (H) 405-733-
9737
pg 89: FITZGERALD, Gary [Harrah],
20631 SE 29, Harrah 73045
pg 90: GIBSON, Kurt e-mail quag-
man@yahoo.com
pg 91: HARDERS, Donna e-mail hard-
ersdm@hotmail.com
pg 94: KING,
jlking@bartnet.net
pg 95: LINSON, Jerry [Crescent], Box
301, Crescent 73028 (H) 969-3939 (W)
831-3218
pg 101: SHELTON, Walter e-mail shel-
ton@mrscpa.com
SHER, Joe (W) 405-235-9511
SHRUM, Morris 502 Checotah Dr
pg 102: TAYLOR, Gary and Sherrell
(H) 918-865-5158 e-mail
gjtaylor@cimtel.net
pg 103: TWITCHELL, Clare delete (W)
phone

Janice e-mail

The Pocola Lions Club received a
special Hubcap Award Thursday in
Oklahoma City. The award was pre-
sented by the Adopt-A-Highway group
from the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation and was presented at a
picnic at the Governor’s Mansion in
Oklahoma City. Accepting the award
from Joanne Orr, Beautification

Coordinator for ODOT, was Pocola
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Pictured above, from left to right: PDG Jim Keisman, Lion
Farmer Wann, Joanne Orr, and Lion Ocie Farris

2005 Trash-Off Awards Picnic
from the Poteau Daily News, July 30, 2005

Lions Club President Ocie Farris; other
Pocola Lions attending were Farmer
Wann and PDG Jim Keisman.
Secretary of State Susan Savage and
Transportation Secretary Phil
Tomlinson announced the prestigious
Hubcap Awards for 2005 and Pocola
was one of 37 communities or organi-
zations recognized. Pocola's Lions
were highlighted for finding the most
unusual items in
their “Trash Clean-
Up” with a pair of
| pink flamingoes.
The club picked up

Pictured above, from left to right: Pocola Lion Farmer
Wann, Pocola Lion President Ocie Farris, and Oklahoma
Lions Eye Bank Executive Director Jeanette King

106 trash bags in the two miles south
of Highway 9 on Highway 112 in
Pocola.

President Farris acknowledged the
dedicated work of the local club with
help from the Pocola schools Junior
High cheer leaders and high school
football players.

The Pocola group enjoyed their pic-
nic and tours of the Phillips Pavilion
and grounds of the Governor’s
Mansion. Another highlight of the day
was getting a special tour of the
Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank located just
north of the State Capitol complex.
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EXPECTATIONS

by Governor Al Sikora

Many organizations hold training so
that members know what is expected of
them, and Lions Clubs International is
no different. District Governors receive
training locally from Multiple District 3
as well as a 5-day training seminar at
the International Convention site.

Locally we also train our Vice
District Governors, and within our dis-
trict itself we train Club Presidents and
Vice Presidents, Club Secretaries, Club

Treasurers, Club Membership
Chairpersons, Club Public Relations
Chairpersons, and  Region/Zone

Chairpersons. That sounds like a lot of
Lions to train and a lot of training going
on, but it’s a comparatively small
amount of time and effort to let you
know what the expectations are of club
and district officers.

To really make this training available
to all the clubs in the district, we held
the training sessions on 3 different
dates, and in 3 different locations
throughout the district. Heck, we even
bought your lunch if you wanted to stay
through lunch, and maybe attend the
afternoon sessions! We also did some-
thing different—we held this training in
June, before you took office and
assumed your new duties!

The facilities we had were comfort-
able, and we had snacks if you needed
something to nibble on while you were
listening to the presentations. We had
the best qualified and most knowledge-
able presenters we could find—and I
thank them for their time and effort in
imparting this information. We did
everything we could think of to get you
to attend, yet 64% of the district clubs
did not send even one person to this
training.

Did we waste our time by offering
this training? Not according to those
who attended. They now know what
the expectations are from LCI, MD-3,
the District Governor, and the district
officers. Their home clubs and the dis-
trict will benefit from the time they
spent attending this training. What was
your excuse for not being there?

A large thanks needs to be extended
to  Region  Chairperson = Don
Schrecengost and the Altus Lions Club
for the Altus training session, Region
Chairperson Ed Rall and the Lawton
Northeast Lions Club for the session
held in Lawton, and Region
Chairperson Darliene Garren and the
Weatherford Noon Lions Club for not
only setting up the training session in
Weatherford, but for providing our
lunchtime “chow” as well (okay, PDG
and District Retention Chairperson
Doug Garren gave her a hand, too).
None of this training could have been
done without them and their clubs.
Thank you.

LCI Training and Leadership

Opportunities
Not all training available to Lions is
done locally or  within the

District/Multiple District. Lions Clubs
International also provides training
through its Emerging Lions Leadership
Institute and the Senior Lions

Young all of Walters Noon,

District 3-L
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Governor Al Sikora

" Altus 73521-6917
<o (H) 580-477-0318
~~~~~~~ = arsikora@sbcglobal.ngt

and Byran Little of Watonga.

To our new district Lions:
welcome to not only the
largest community service
organization in the world, but
also the finest. To our rein-
stated Lions: welcome back-
we missed you!

Leadership Institute. The Emerging
Lions Institute is usually held twice a
year, and is for Lions who have been a
member for less than § years and have
not held the position of Club President.
The Senior Lions Institute is usually
held in conjunction with the
USA/Canada Leadership Forum and is
for those Lions who have served as a
Club President, but have not served as a
Vice District Governor. LCI pays for
the Leadership training, meals and
board while attending the training.
Lions selected for this training (and
there is a nominating procedure you
have to go through), are only required
to pay for their own transportation and
travel incidentals.

This year, our District Cabinet bud-
geted money for those attendees that
may need some help paying for their
transportation costs. Those who have
attended in the past have been highly
complimentary about the training they
received from attending these leader-
ship institutes. We nominated Lions
Kim Furrh of the Lawton Noon Lions
Club and John Safranca of the Sayre
Lions Club for the October 20-24,
2005, Emerging Lions Leadership
Institute in Oakbrook, Illinois. Lion Ed
Rall of the Lawton Northeast Lions
Club was nominated and selected to
attend the Senior Lions Leadership
Institute September 25-29, 2005, at the
Peoria, Illinois, Leadership Forum. The
next Emerging Lions Leadership
Institute will be March 16-20, 2006, in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, and if you
meet the qualifications and would like
to attend, go to www.lionsclubs.org,
click on News & Events and then on
Leadership Development to download
the required forms and other informa-
tion about this outstanding training
opportunity. Watch the deadlines posted
and remember that there are several
other people who need to sign your
nomination package.

New Members

After downloading the new member
report from LCI’s WMMR site and
looking at the Monthly Membership
Reports I’ve received through the mail,
I quickly get the impression that our
district clubs have decided that we need
to increase club membership. WOW!

Just as exciting as getting new mem-
bers, is that some clubs are reinstating
old members.

Here’s this month’s report: Daniel
Carrisalez (reinstated) of Altus,
Gregory Dakil and Carla Grimes of
Anadarko, Colleen Ackley of Clinton
Evening, Donald Troyer of El Reno,
Joyce Reynen of Cordell, Robyn
Monday of Granite, Robert Hunn of
Hobart, Jerry Thomasy of Sayre, Gina
Suson, Billy Riddles, Lore Bankert, Joe
Bayless, Teisha McDowell and Buster

Club Doings

Altus Lions Club: Collected and deliv-
ered 50 pairs of used eyeglasses, 36
printer cartridges and 6 cell phones to
state office. Continued support of
Jackson County Memorial Hospital
projects. Lion Jim Doner, member of
the OK Lions Boys Ranch Board of
Trustees, gave update on Boys Ranch
plans and programs. Donated to LWSB
and Leader Dogs for The Blind.
Anadarko Lions Club: Participated in
the Indian Expo Parade and assisted
Anadarko Indian City Lions Club with
OK Lions MHSU visit and membership
drive. Gave out free snowcones at
skateboard festival.

Anadarko Indian City Lions Club:
Hosted OK Lions MHSU visit and held
membership drive in conjunction with
that visit.

Binger Lions Club: Planning club
sponsored golf tournament on Sept. 10
in Binger.

Cache Lions Club: Purchased a pair of
eyeglasses for student. Donated bench-
es for dugouts for the youth baseball
program. Finished City Park beautifica-
tion project: replaced and painted picnic
tables; built and planted flowers in new
raised flowerbeds.

Canute Lions Club: Distributed U.S.
Flags to residences and businesses on

federal holidays. Placed U.S. flags on
graves of veterans in 5 cemeteries in
Canute area on Memorial Day.
Collected over 200 printer cartridges
and 300 pairs of used eyeglasses for
delivery to state office. Purchased
defibrillator for Canute school system.
Awarded two $500 scholarships to
graduating seniors.

Chickasha Lions Club: Held dedica-
tion of Phase I of the Kiddie Park to the
city. Donated $1,720 to purchase “blast
goggles” for National Guard troops
deployed to Iraq. Purchased a pair of
eyeglasses and collected 35 pairs of
used eyeglasses.

Elk City Lions Club: Purchased 17
pairs of eyeglasses for needy individu-
als in the community. Assisted a child
with MTS Program. Donated to LWSB
in honor of PDG Doug Garren who did
club office installation.

Hobart Lions Club: Hosted joint
Lions, Kiwanis, and Rotary Club lun-
cheon for presentation by OK Dept. of
Transportation concerning status of
state highways and bridges; a state
Senator and 2 state Representatives
were also in attendance.

Mustang Lions Club: Rented out club
building and did lawn mowing to raise
funds for club.

Southwestern Oklahoma _ State
University Lions Club: Planned Elk
City phone book distribution fundraiser
and started organizing for new school
year.

Surrey Hills Lions Club: Continued
work on renovating Lions Park, and
held ice cream social at Lions Park.
Watonga Lions Club: Sponsored
Fourth of July fireworks display. Held
day/night golf tournament fundraiser.

Yukon Lions Club gave Larry Seitz of Seitz Optical Lab an Excellence
Award in recognition and appreciation of humanitarian service to the communi-
ty, above and beyond expectation, in providing special eye care for the needy
and disabled. Larry recently took his equipment to the home of a hospice patient
and made his eyeglasses on site to save the disabled man a trip away from his
home. This was a special case, as Seitz usually makes eyeglasses at the lab.

Seitz Optical Lab is an independent lab, working for 3 optometrists and 2
charity groups. Larry has been making eyeglasses for 43 years, but owned and
operated his own independent lab for 20 years.
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Larry Seitz (on the left) receives recognition from new Yukon Lions Club

President David Rader of Yukon.

photo courtesy of Lion Susan Rader
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By now, most of the Lions Clubs that
did not meet during the summer are
back in action, joining the other Lions
in preparing for a very busy 2005-2006
Lions year! The busiest time of the year
is beginning . . .So much to do and so
little time to accomplish our tasks.

My visitations to clubs are well
under way. For those that [ have visited,
I want to say Thank You for being a
GREAT host. I am amazed at the many
activities you do to enhance your com-
munities. I truly enjoy visiting each
club and learning more about your club
and community. WHAT WOULD
YOUR COMMUNITY DO WITH-
OUT YOUR LIONS CLUB?

I cannot imagine a community with-
out their Lions Club. Our Lions Clubs
add the LOVE to communities.
Remember that time you helped some-
one and how good you felt! You discov-
ered it is indeed more blessed to give
than to receive. With a Lions Club in
your community we can give more to
those in need. And by adding members
we are increasing those hands to assist
in that Love for humanity.

Why the PLUS ONE program our
International President Ashok Mehta
has challenged this year? Lions Clubs
are about making a difference in your
community. There are so many that
need help in our communities today,
what an impact one more Lion can
make. With that Lion volunteering one
hour a week, that would add 52 hours of
service to those who need to be com-
forted, fed, clothed or helped in pur-
chasing that much needed pair of eye-
glasses. Lions Clubs in District 3-A, I
challenge you to obtain new members
to obtain that net gain of PLUS ONE, to
enhance your club and community.

Have you ever taken the time to sit
down and write the positives of being a
Lion? This could help you paint the pic-
ture of why we should ask others to join
Lionsism. We need to become the MVP
(Most Valuable Player) of Lionism.
Motivation is the key. Motivation cre-
ates energy. Energy will increase pro-
ductivity. Positive thinking is impor-
tant; it allows us to use the ability we
have to do everything better! This will
give us the courage and pride to ask
others to join our wonderful organiza-
tion. Remember that Lions Clubs
International states that membership is
by invitation. Think about it - what kind
of qualities do you think are necessary
to be a Lion?

Recently your Governors and spouses
had the awesome opportunity to visit
Lions Clubs International and our
Leader Dogs for the Blind in Rochester,
Michigan. [ was amazed to learn of new
Trekker Training that is being offered
by Leader Dog. This system is a GPS
(Global Positioning System with
speech) that assists the visually

more mobility. More can be learned

about this system by going to
www.leaderdog.org.
Remember that the 2005-2006

theme of the Lions Clubs International
Peace Poster Contest is Peace without
Borders. Lions Clubs are encouraged to
sponsor the program in their communi-
ty for children who are 11, 12, or 13
years of age. Peace Poster kits can be
ordered through Club Supplies Sales
Department. A kit must be purchased
for each contest sponsored. Some dead-
lines to remember: October 1 is the
deadline to purchase kits and November
15 is the postmark deadline for a club to
send one winning poster (per contest
sponsored) to your district governor.

May I remind you how important it
is for your club secretary to file the
Monthly Membership Reports! This is
the only way that LCI has to know
where our membership really stands!
Your Zone Chair will be contacting you
concerning your club’s membership.
Please, answer their questions, as they
will get me their report. It is imperative
that we convey this information to LCI.

In closing, I want to Thank You for
ALL you do for Lionism. Together,
with our H appiness, E nthusiasm, L
ove, P assion - Lions Go the Extra Mile.
And through our Passion To Excel, we
can see our work, everything we do in
LIONISM go to the TOP of the
MOUNTAIN.

September Activity Reports
District 3-A

Alva: Purchased eyeglasses; Ed Sutter
presented program on Eminent
Domain; continuing to sell Lions Club
Community Calendars.

Briggs Evening: Club members-152
hours assisting the Kiwanis with
car/airplane rides at Meadowlake Park.
Received letter and banner patch for
membership retention for 2005.
Covington: Planted trees, put up jungle
gym and cleaned the park. Worked at
fireworks stand. Held watermelon feast.
Donated to LCIF for Melvin Jones
Fellow, recipient to be named. Helping
people in community with eyeglasses.
Enid Noon: Donated $100 to OK Lions
Boys Ranch clothing fund.

Garber: Received Honor Patch from
Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation
Guymon: Lions, Leos and friends vol-
unteered 229.5 hours to run the boats
and train at Sunset Park; provided eye
exam; turned in 234 pairs of used eye-
glasses, 260 lenses and 2 frames.
Guymon Panhandle: Welcomed new
member Lori Sanders. Trimmed,
mowed/removed trash at Roadside Park
project. PDG Don Boynton recognized
club for bringing in 5 new members in
2004-2005 (largest in District). Cooked
hamburgers for Little League ball team.
Hennessey: Purchased eyeglasses;

hold Oct. pork burger feed for scholar-
ship fund and Dec. Christmas parade.
Laverne: Participated in July Fourth
games for community children; will
resume meetings Sept. 7.

North Enid: Collected 215 pairs of
used eyeglasses from drop boxes; deliv-
ered 851 pairs of eyeglasses to
Oklahoma Lions office. Two Lions
glued down benches at NORCE
Cemetery. Two Lions, PCC Ron and
VDG Darlene Schulz, presented pro-
gram on membership at District 3-O
Region meeting.

Ponca City Noon: Reviewed the
responsibilities and duties of the club’s
31 active committees. Completed the
$1,000,000 Hole-in-One Golf project;
working on Octoberfest. Collected 727
pairs of used eyeglasses. Lion Karen
Meyer promoted a Blood Drive for the
Oklahoma Blood Institute and chal-
lenged other civic clubs. Blue Ribbon
Committee named to supply one out-
standing program per month with
speakers, preferably from outside their
community.

Pioneer Pleasant Vale: Held Dean

Church Variety Show. First football
game will be in Sept.; will be collecting
gate for Pioneer home games.

Donated $100 toward the

Seiling:

Seiling Roundup Club rodeo parade.
Vici: Worked at Depot project putting
in public restrooms/showers; held
Fourth of July Celebration games, con-
cessions and fireworks; did mainte-
nance on downtown fountain; prepared
for Vici Free Fair Aug. 26.

Woodward: Gave the first half of our
two $500 scholarships. Provided eye-
glass assistance.

Coming Event in 3-A

The Wakita Lions Club will host
their 83 annual Cherokee Strip
Celebration September 17 on Main
Street, Wakita. The Lions invite every-
one to attend the festivities for a “Boot
Scootin” Day. Breakfast begins at 7:30
a.m.; activities all day long include arts
and crafts, games, parade at 4:00 p.m.,
free Bar-B-Q dinner (donations accept-
ed), evening entertainment, and ending
with a street dance. Eat, have fun and
frolic all day in Wakita!

Melvin Jones Fellowship
Presented

A Medford resident, Lion J. D.
Edmonson, was presented the Lions
Clubs International Foundation’s
Melvin Jones Fellowship Tuesday, July
19. This honor was made possible by
the Medford Lions Club’s donation of
$1,000 to LCIF for the Asian tsunami
relief effort. Lion Edmonson has been a
leading contributor to the success of the
Medford Lions Club. Lion President
Ann Petrik presented Lion Edmonson
the fellowship which marked his 520d
year as a member of the Medford Lions.

12

but now we can’t because it’s broke!

Club, and the club thanks you!

Guymon Lions: Save the Train

P e ﬂu.. oy

The Guymon Lions had a booth at the Panhandle Expo Fair. Picture above are
Lions Kelly and Glo Bressler handing out brochures and selling OLSF Cowboy
Cadillac Tickets. The fair ran August 17 through 20. Guymon Lion volunteers
worked 10 hours a day for the four-day run, and sold a little over 300 books of
Cowboy Cadillac tickets (approximately $3,000 for the OK Lions Service
Foundation to help support the OK Lions Boys Ranch and Eye Bank).

The banner in front of the booth read “Help the Guymon Lions Save the Train”
and referred to the Sunset Lake train that has been out of commission for three
weeks. We asked the citizens of the area to help in any way to get the train back up
and running for the children. One five-year-old put twenty cents out of her pocket to
help because, “I want Grandma to take me to the lake to ride the train.” She then
asked Grandpa to add to the bucket to get the train up and running even faster.
“Please, Grandpa-it’s really fun at the lake; we feed the ducks and then ride the train,
Then she started crying. The little girl ended
up getting people to donate about $100. Guymon has a lot of heart for the Lions

Lion Charlene Slane
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Club Visits

by Governor Alwin Ning

July 19 was the date we marked on
our calendar last year. It was a home-
coming for me. For many years, my
club nurtured and groomed me in vari-
ous roles in the club and in the district.
It was also a humbling experience
because this club had produced some of
the most outstanding district governors.
PDG Bob Lee is a no-nonsense straight-
to-the-point Lion. His talk is just like
his weekly column of yester-years in
The Oklahoman - incisive and concise -
two crucial elements to King’s English.
His passion for service can turn men
and women of the most hardened of
hearts to the service of their fellow men.
It is difficult to find an equal
spokesman of Lionism like PDG Lee.
His contribution to various Forums,
especially the one in Oklahoma City,
won admiration and trust all around.
Lions International rightfully com-
mended him with the most coveted
Goodwill Ambassador award. He spear-
headed the mobile health screening unit
project in collaboration with other state
leaders, leaving a legacy that would
benefit the masses for years to come.

PDG Leamon Freeman is a retired
district court judge. His imposing and
stately appearance betrays his compas-
sionate side for the less fortunate.
Shortly after the 1995 bombing of the
Federal Murrah Building, all eyes
turned to him for leadership as district
governor. We got just that and more. I
always remember that he said, “We
want to help the victims, but we want to
help the victims that are Lions as soon
as possible...We want to pay the admin-
istrative cost ourselves. Every penny
donated will go to relief effort.” The
Lions at the Fleet Bank in Boston col-
lected donations from employees and
bought playground equipment in mem-
ory of Oklahoma children who perished
in the disaster. PDG Freeman rallied the
help of Lions all over Oklahoma to
erect a permanent playground on the
eastern shore of Lake Hefner. A Lions
monument commemorating the event
now proudly stands at the playground.

Past Council Chair Arlin Carroll,
who is presently battling with a medical
condition, gave seminars at district con-
ventions. In one session, he transformed
me from a sedentary Lion to an active
one. His presentation, in almost biblical
terms, sowed a seed in my heart that
germinated into a useful plant that may
one day bear fruits. He continued to
support young leaders in their quest for
better service.

Old soldiers never die; they just fade
away. Some Lions do not even fade
away; they just become more seasoned.
PDG Warren Story, formerly of Virginia
now a member of the Downtown club,
is one that never fades away. He is like
an old friend we have not seen in years
who has just returned. It just seems that
we have known him for years. He is
omnipresent, board meeting, cabinet
meeting, club visiting, committee meet-
ing, and the list goes on. I challenge any
young Lion to match his energy and
passion for service.

These great Lions set examples that
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City Downtown club had a
similar contest on their pan-
cake event. It was also a
resounding success.

The Cushing Lions Club
was another uplifting club to
visit. The atmosphere was so
congenial that anyone would
be attracted to join. I had the
good fortune to induct a new
member Perry Morgan, who is

guided me along the path to better ser-
vice and stronger leadership.

Visiting the Oklahoma City
Expressway Lions Club is like going on
a vacation trip. When you enter the
Sportsman Club on 39th Expressway,
you are instantly enveloped in a country
club atmosphere. Even if you are not a
sportsman, you would agree that it must
be fun to be a sportsman. This provides
the ambience in which new officers
were installed and celebrated the begin-
ning of a new year. PDG Dean Taylor
introduced me to his club members.
There was the Zalonka father-son team,
who both have served as club presi-
dents. Melanie Thomas, perhaps the
youngest Lion secretary I have ever
met, looks stunningly beautiful with a
heart to match. Here one sees the begin-
ning of the blood line for all Lions clubs
- young and energetic.

One only needs to visit the Bethany
Helping Hands Lions Club to soak up
what passion to serve is all about.
Some of the members are visually
handicapped, but their enthusiasm to
help others tells you right away that
they see absolutely no barrier to serving
others. The club president Gordon
Besaw is a legend amidst state Lions.
He is visually impaired with a guide
dog at his side. Yet he conducts busi-
ness just like any sighted person.
Wilma Revels (formerly married to
PDG Odell Beck), a life member, who
served as club treasurer before, is now
again serving as its current club treasur-
er. When duty calls, she responds. May
we have more Lions like Wilma,
please?

Recently I visited the Chandler Lions
Club. What a pleasure it was to learn
that one of the three teams sold all the
Cowboy Cadillac tickets allotted them
on the first day. Their contest rule dic-
tated that the winning team be treated
with a steak dinner. The trailing teams
would get bread and water; no vitamin
supplement was mentioned. They want-
ed to order more tickets. The Oklahoma

the principal of the local mid-
dle school. The poor tail
twister was somehow besieged by san-
guine members who demanded a trial of
fraud, defamation and some other
unspecified charges on the spot. As the
charges were read, there was no single
sympathetic soul around to come to his
rescue. As the presiding district gover-
nor, I wanted to maintain a balance of
neutrality and justice, but the voice of
tail twister pleading innocence was
drowned in a chorus of drum-beating
members. No one ever said that the life
of a tail twister was easy. The saga was
continued till the next court session
(meeting). The bottom line is that many
members of this club cared enough to
recruit new members and earned com-
mendation and appreciation of the
International President.

Heritage is perhaps the appropriate
word to describe Harrah Lions Club.
This club has been active. The park that
bears their name is the living testimoni-
al to its standing in the community. The
Lions emblem dating back to its charter
some fifty years ago hangs proudly like
a beacon that shines on its members.
The club also nurtures a Leo club. It
was my distinct honor to install the new
officers and new Leo officers. Lion
President Gerry Fitzgerald comes from
a fine lineage of dedicated Lions. His
father was a charter member of the club.
His mother and all four generations of
Fitzgeralds were present at the ice
cream social. Past District Governor
Joe Thomas and Past Vice District
Governor Ray Kerchee were there to
witness that this club is in full bloom.

The Crescent Lions Club reflects
small town charm. PDG Bob Lee was
kind enough to accompany me in my
visit to this club. My life was by a
strange twist of events linked to this
club. I came to know Thomas Points,
M.D. after he returned from a trip to
China as former president Richard
Nixon’s envoy. My Chinese relative
asked him to pay a visit to his daughter,
who stayed with us at that time. Dr.
Points served as

Visiting the Chandler Lions Club are (from left) DG Alwin
Ning, club president Joseph Irby, Joe Sears (a fifty-year mem-
ber of OKC Downtown Club) and VDG Gary Rhodes.

president of the
Crescent club
as well presi-
dent of my
home club,
Oklahoma City
Downtown.
PDG Lee met
so many old
friends, it was
like a high
school reunion.
Lion President
Larry Linson
ministers at the
Quail Springs
Baptist Church,
where we were

the Church’s mission for eight years,
before we established our own just
across the street. Service again brought
us together.

My club visits are in full swing. My
goal is to complete all my club visits
before the next Council meeting on
October 15. This allows me some time
to work with some clubs that need
attention. If you are in any way anxious
about my visit to your club, please send
me an email. [ will send you an advance
schedule.

Monthly Activity Reports

For all the good things we do for our
community, one would think that we
would not hesitate to tell others. Some
apparently do not want anybody to
know what they are doing. As a district
governor, I love to hear all the excep-
tional work each club does and let oth-
ers know.

These activities best exemplify what
International President Ashok Mehta
calls a Passion to Excel. T do see this
passion overflowing in some clubs no
matter the size of the club membership.
The Bethany Helping Hands Lions
Club is small but what it does dwarfs
some others much bigger. Here again, it
is the passion to serve that really counts.
I urge all club secretaries, please send
me these activity reports. To me, they
are the bread and butter of what we
Lions do. Let others know that you join
the family of Lions doing what you are
committed to do.

State Directory

The Lions of Oklahoma state direc-
tory was available at the July 30
Council meeting. Some clubs that came
to attend got their copies. Others can get
theirs during governor’s club visits. If
club presidents and secretaries truly
have an urgent need for one, it can be
mailed to you, provided that you con-
tact me by email and give me the mail-
ing address.

CLUB ACTIVITIES

Chandler: The Fourth of July Duck
Race raised $220 for charitable causes.
Davenport: Provided funding for local
girl to attend Girls State and hosted her
at the club to share her experience.
Edmond: Collected 83 pairs of used
eyeglasses; attended meetings of the
OK Lions Eye Bank and Boys Ranch;
manned Fourth of July concession;
donated $100 to OLSF in memory of
Lion Bill Alters; 5 attended officer
training, July 23.

Guthrie Noon: Bought a pair of eye-
glasses for a person in need; presented
award for Peace Poster Contest; new
club president Frank Davis and his wife
attended the 88th Annual Convention of
Lions International in Hong Kong.
Stillwater Noon: Collected 121 pairs of
used eyeglasses; provided transporta-
tion to local Macular Degeneration
Group; provided eye exam/eyeglasses
for an adult ($85); sponsored annual
city fireworks show on July 4; one
member worked 70 hours to drive OK
Lions MHSU around the state; collect-
ed 5 suitcases for “Kases for Kids” pro-
ject.
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NONE

by Past International Director/State Secretary Pat Shurley

More and more often, of
late, that negative little word
“none” has been appearing
in the reports of district gov-
ernors, deputies, and zone
chairmen. It is in reply to
one of a number of questions
which Lion officers are
requested to answer when
reporting zone meetings, cabinet
meetings and other official gather-
ings.

On the report sheet is the request
“name the clubs represented at the
meeting.” In reply there is always a
list of clubs.

Then the question, “name the
clubs NOT represented at the meet-
ing.”

“None” is now the usual reply.

This is splendid evidence that the
District Organization Plan, given to
the clubs a year ago, is a complete
success. It keeps the district officers
in close touch with all their clubs,
and their reports keep International
fully advised. That benefit was
expectable from the first. What
many clubs did not, in the begin-
ning, realize is that these frequent
inter-club gatherings are marvelous

tonics for the clubs them-
selves, and highly enjoyed
by the members.

We had a large crowd
from all the clubs,” writes
one zone chairman, “so
large, in fact, that the dining
room would not hold all of
us. Stunts were presented by
all the clubs. The District Governor
and Deputy were there. It was voted
the finest Lions meeting ever held in
the district.”

There is the answer, if anyone
wants to know whether the District
Organization Plan is a success.

The above is from an editorial in
the March 1939 The Lion magazine.

Some questions come to mind
after reading this editorial. What has
changed? Lions were having fun at
their meetings in 1939 - have we lost
that? Meetings were well attended
in 1939 - how many times have we
had a meeting that the dining room
was too small? How many zone
meetings are held where ALL the
clubs were in attendance? Perhaps it
is time that we go back to our early
beginnings and find the Passion of
Lionism!

MERL+W Membership Update

by PCC Ron Schulz, MD-3 Oklahoma Membership Chairperson

As 1 begin my fortieth year in
Lionism, I reflect on my experiences of
the past four decades. Many good times
and many changes have occurred over
the years. When Melvin Jones founded
Lions Clubs in 1917 an automobile
called the Geronimo was made in Enid.
At the time, the Geronimo was consid-
ered to be a very modern vehicle and
boasted of 25-inch wheels. As time
passed, we witnessed the wheels on
automobiles shrink many times and
reached a small size of 14 inches for the
family auto in 1957, all in the name of
progress. Then in the past few years the
trend is back to larger diameter wheels.
I noticed the other day that a 2006 Ford
F150 special edition now comes with
22-inch diameter wheels.

The automobile manufacturers did
not reinvent the wheel, only refined it to
meet the conditions of the time. Lions,
too, have always focused on helping the
less fortunate to see and in MD-3 also
helping troubled young boys to turn
their lives around and become produc-
tive citizens. We did not reinvent
Lionism, only fine-tuned it over the
years to fit the times and conditions.

Let’s go back to the basics of the
three R’s. No, not reading, ‘riting and
‘rithmatic, but recruit, retrain and
retain Lions in MD-3. No need to rein-
vent Lionism, just fine-tune it to the
times and instill a Passion to Excel and
a Passion to Grow for the 2005/2006
year.

LCI’s Healthy Club Toolbox CD has
the recruiting wheel; it is a very fine

tool for all clubs to use in recruiting
new Lions. Hopefully you ordered one
of these CD’s from LCI, but if not, con-
tact them and they will send your club
one free of charge. The challenge this
year is for every club to end this fiscal
year with a minimum of one additional
member (net gain) and for each district
to add an additional club (net gain).
This Plus One goal is very achievable.

We need to retrain all of our mem-
bers, a refresher course if you wish, and
just like a salesman, know what Lions
are doing to help your community, dis-
trict, state and the world to make it a
better place to live. Read the Lion’s
Code of Ethics. We all can use a
refresher course in Lionism.

Last, but not least, it is vital that we
retain the members we now have. Last
year MD-3 added 661 Lions to the
membership roll. However, we allowed
950 to drop for a net loss of 289 Lions.
Working together, we can cure this
problem. We cannot allow this to con-
tinue and expect to maintain the fine
staff of employees we have become
accustomed to in our state office.
Remember this problem is yours and
mine, not someone else’s problem.
Review the cumulative membership
report for the year and you will find that
if we continue last year’s trend into this
year, all of the districts will be below
the required 1,250 membership require-
ment. Do you want to see this happen?
I think not!

Council Chairperson’s Corner
by CC Gary Taylor

What a fast paced weekend I spent
with the Governors. We traveled to the
Lions Clubs International office in Oak
Brook, Illinois, and then on to Leader
Dogs for the Blind in Rochester,
Michigan.

We had the privilege of having the
Second International Vice-President
speak to us.

It was a real challenge to try to get
home from Detroit as they kept moving
us from one gate to the other.

Looking over the numbers for the
state it looks like we have much work to
do in bringing the membership back up
to where it should be.

Let’s all strive to bring in at least one
new member for our clubs. If each club
only brought in one member (net gain

for the year) that
would put most of
the Districts above
the minimum of
1250. Then we
could forget about
the awful word of redistricting.

A challenge to all Region and Zone
Chairpersons: try and match or even
beat the number in attendance at VDG
Delbert King’s (Region) and Floyd
Raley’s (Zone) at the meeting they had
with a whopping 54 in attendance. It
was definitely the most positive group
of Lions I have had the privilege of
being around. With meetings like this
the state would soon be on the rise in
membership.

pictured above, from left to right, 3-K Gov. Les Walker, 3-A Gov. Virginia
Rodriguez, 3-L Gov. Al Sikora, CC Gary Taylor, and 3-O Gov. Bill Gardner at LCI
Headquarters in Oak Brook, Illinois.

From my eyes

by PDG Doug Garren, MD-3 Oklahoma Extension Chairperson

This is the last year of our MERL
chairpersons’ obligation to LCI. In
2002-03 this MERL team agreed to do
their best for three years to get
Oklahoma membership up, with every
district over 1,250 Lions, and to keep
the membership up. We are at the point
of win or lose.

Each district can gain or lose mem-
bers, but the gains or loses this year will
result in districts having the minimum
membership of 1,250 Lions or falling
short. Some districts had a comfortable
cushion two years ago and have lost
every bit of it, making their perfor-
mance this year critical. Two districts
are moving forward and we can expect
them to continue that this year. My dis-
trict, 3-L, has the most experienced
Extension team and have given the

Multiple District more new clubs than
any other district, yet now 3-L is the
lowest is membership.

It is frustrating to the Governors who
work so hard to get membership up just
to watch it go out the back door.
Mission 30 and the PLUS ONE chal-
lenge are described in The Lion
July/August edition on pages 20-22. 1
challenge the 3-L Lions to sponsor
more new Lions than I do this year and
those who do will receive their 3-L
Mid-Winter Convention banquet meal
for two at my expense.

Every district MERL team now has
two years of experience and training.
Club Presidents, please meet the PLUS
ONE challenge and have a net gain of
one for the 2005-06 year. Let’s pull out
all the stops and make it happen!

CUMULATIVE MEMBERSHIP/CLUB SUMMARY
2004-2005 (0] K L A H TOTAL
Total Clubs 50 42 47 44 40 223
New Clubs 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dropped Clubs 5 1 0 0 1 4
Reorganized Clubs 1 0 0 0 0 7
Status Quo Clubs 0 0 0 0 0 0
Charter Members 0 3 0 0 0 3
New Members 112 128 124 102 118 584
Reinstated Members 7 9 5 10 11 42
Transfer Members 9 5 1 7 10 32
Total Members Added 128 145 130 119 139 +661
Total Members Dropped -247  -185  -196 112 -210 -950
Total Members Status Quo 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total Membership 1,258 1,250 1188 1,200 1,254 6,150
Gain/Loss7/01/04-6/30/05 -119 -40 -66 +7 71 -289




