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Lions aid victims of Hurricane
Katrina on Gulf coast
You and your Lions Club can help!

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane
Katrina (category 4) hit the Gulf coast,
devastating areas east from New Orleans,
Louisiana, to Biloxi, Mississippi, and
western tip of the Florida panhandle. A
short time later two levees in New
Orleans were breached, flooding many
areas of the city, stranding tens of thou-
sands of residents who did not evacuate
before the storm and making conditions
there unsuitable for human habitation.
Power outages, shortages of water, food
and gasoline, as well as transportation
problems due to destroyed or blocked
major highways and side streets ham-
pered rescue and recovery efforts.

Our Lions Clubs International
Foundation responded with $10,000
emergency grants to affected districts for
immediate food, water, medicine and
blanket supplies. A short time later a
$200,000 major disaster grant was
approved. Lions across the world are
responding by giving to LCIF and to
other major relief efforts for the area, both
by volunteering time and monies.

Oklahoma Lions, well familiar with
natural disasters, are helping both on per-
sonal and club levels. The Walter Noon
Lions Club (a new club in 3-L) immedi-
ately collected $635 for hurricane Katrina
disaster relief, and issued a challenge to
other district clubs to meet or exceed their
efforts.

The Fairview Lions Club (District 3-
A) quickly put together a one-day
fundraising and food collection event that
netted $5,000 and over 4 tons of food that
were delivered to Hope Outreach in Enid
on Sunday, Sept. 4 for transport to
Shreveport for distribution to shelters in
Louisiana. The funds went to Lions orga-
nizations for relief efforts following
Hurricane Katrina. It is amazing what one
club in a small community can do when
they all pull together. The Enid Briggs
Evening Lions Club sponsored a city-
wide drive on Sept. 10, collecting $1,815
and a trailer full of supplies-the funds
were given to Lion John Bullard of the
Cimarron Valley Chapter of the American
Red Cross for distribution, and the sup-
plies were driven to Feed the Children in
Oklahoma City for eventual distribution
to hurricane victims.

Hooker Lion Raymond Bryant and 2
other Hooker residents spent over a week
away from home Aug. 29-Sep. 6 volun-
teering with the Baptist Disaster Relief
Team in the Baton Rouge, Louisiana area,
where they served over 7,000 meals a
day. The Hooker Lions donated $500 to
the Baptist Relief fund in honor of Lion

Raymond’s dedication.

The Oklahoma City Downtown Lions
Club (District 3-H) rallied their members
to donate in a program that would match
funds individual donations with club
funds. The Tulsa Downtown Lions Club
(District 3-O) immediately sent a $1,500
check to LCIF and reported it will match
individual Lion’s donations up to $1,000
for additional relief contributions. Past
International Director/State Secretary Pat
Shurley took $13,774 in OK Lions Clubs’
donations with her to the USA/Canada
Forum in Peoria, Illinois. for presentation
to LCIF Chairperson Clem Kusiak.

Oklahoma Lions volunteering through
other organizations have been or will be
in areas affected by the hurricane, helping
to clean-up, cooking food, or otherwise
assisting. Many Lions are donating time
and resources to Camp Gruber outside
Muskogee where evacuees have tempo-
rary housing. All over the state victims of
the hurricane who are relocating to fami-
ly and friends here are receiving help
from local Lions and Lions Clubs.

No matter how you or your club choos-
es to help, please help! The need is enor-
mous, both for immediate relief and
longer-term rebuilding efforts. Club
Presidents with e-mail addresses on file
with LCI have received updates from
President Mehta and LCIF Chairperson
Kusiak on how to give and key Lions in
the affected areas. Information was also
sent by PID/State Secretary Pat Shurley
to clubs with e-mail addresses in the state.
Information is also available on-line at
www.lionsclubs.org, or you can call the
state office at 405-947-6540 for additonal
information on how to help or where to
send donations.

Pictured above, Enid Briggs Lions Kim and
Ann McFarland help collect items for hurri-
cane Katrina relief efforts.

A Bus Driver’s View of New Orleans

by Lion Howard Snowbarger

Recently, OKC West Side Lion Howard
Snowbarger, now retired from the OK
Office of Juvenile Affairs and working as a
trainer/driver for Red Carpet Charters,
returned from the New Orleans area after
assisting with relocating refugees to Texas
and Oklahoma. Following is a very con-
densed version of his journal record.

Wed-Aug 31: Gave up usual run driving
OU football team to games and also a run to
San Antonio where I could have visited
with my son, daughter-in-law, and best of
all my 2-1/2 year old grandson to help in the
evacuation of people from New Orleans. I
departed the shop at 6:00 p.m. We were told
fuel, food and beds would be provided and
that DOT rules on hours of service were
suspended.

Thu-Sep 1: Stopped in Shreveport at
2:00 a.m. to refuel; ate sandwich at Arby’s
(bought extra for long road ahead). As I
drove I imagined picking up gang members
who will stab and kill each other and per-
haps me as I try to relocate them to the
Houston Astrodome; maybe I should not
have volunteered for this run. Grabbed an
hour’s sleep at Lafayette and finally arrived
at the staging area in Baton Rouge about
9:00 a.m. There was fuel but no food. We
helped ourselves to water stacked nearby.
Cannot call out on cell phones. We joined a
line of buses on I-10 headed for New
Orleans. As we approached the city the side
streets were dark and empty-no visible law
enforcement security anywhere. With no
idea what was going on, we waited in line
for hours, then moved ahead past hundreds
of people being unloaded from helicopters,
turned around and were rerouted about 35
miles to a Wal-Mart with electricity and
gasoline and sheriff deputies monitoring the
proceedings, then to a toll bridge over the
river to downtown New Orleans; water not
as deep as we expected-still no law enforce-
ment in this area. The water smelled like a
sewer. We finally reached the loading point
for the Superdome as water lapped over the
bottom step on the bus. People waded to the
bus-some of our passengers were babies
and some elderly so frail they had to be lift-
ed onto the bus. An army truck distributed
MRE’s and bottled water, and we departed,
well after 4:00 p.m. We took the circuitous
course back to I-10 and headed to Houston.
The evacuees talked of making new starts
elsewhere or getting relatives to come and
get them. All were grateful to me personal-
ly. They described their life since the hurri-
cane hit-sleeping on bridges with hardly
enough room to lie down, darkness, fears
for personal safety, and the squalid condi-
tions inside the Superdome. They have not
had a change of clothes, no opportunity to
shower or brush their teeth, and they
smelled like the water they were recently
rescued from.

Fri-Sep 2: Arrived at Houston
Astrodome at midnight but advised it was
full and we were sent to a Huntsville church
70 miles away. Two ladies started scream-

ing-their children were on earlier buses to
the Astrodome-they were afraid they would
never see them again. Another lady helped
calm them down. Will there be help and
food available at the Huntsville church?
Everything else so far very disorganized.
But the church group was ready and helpful
to the passengers, and we ate, then slept for
4 hours.

Sat-Sep 3: Surely the system will be
more efficient as we head back to New
Orleans; our company’s owner told us to
feed passengers at company cost if need be
on that second trip. After a long day of dri-
ving, we arrived in New Orleans at 7:00
p.m.; again there was fuel and this time
there was water, and lots more buses, but
the rumor was there was no place to take the
evacuees. After 8 hours in lines and redirec-
tions, we finally loaded. No destination, but
we were told state troopers would lead the
caravan in both Louisiana and Texas until it
reached the final destination. We drove to
Shreveport and headed west; at the Texas
state line there was no Texas trooper to help
us, but there was a large sign indicating a
welcome station. We stopped at mid-morn-
ing for medical services, water, ham sand-
wiches, and finally some baby food for the
infants. Again, we took off with no escort
and misdirections. One mother asked for
cleaning supplies to clean up the restroom
after her child and one of the rough-looking
young men (I had worried about getting on
the bus earlier) proudly took the cleaning
materials and cleaned up the mess for her.
Guess I’'m not much of a judge of character.
After 2 hours everyone loaded back onto
the bus, the caravan of about 40 buses took
off again, through Texas and into Oklahoma
with only a guess of the destination.
However, when we got to Muskogee we
turned north and arrived at Camp Gruber at
10:00 p.m. (no meal all day for either the
passengers or the drivers). We were
stopped, boarded by troops and told we
would be searched for weapons, drugs and
alcohol, and asked if there were any med-
ical emergencies on board. One man and an
elderly couple were given immediate med-
ical attention, and then Red Cross volun-
teers boarded and interviewed the passen-
gers. Finally the bus unloaded and the pas-
sengers were searched and then given a
basic necessities packet and room assign-
ments. The bus was then searched and the
drug dog made his rounds. The bus was
reloaded and a guide took us to each build-
ing and there people helped the passengers
get off the bus and took them for clothing
and to the dining room. This last process
was very reassuring, very efficient, and
treated the people with dignity--I am so
proud of Oklahomans!

Sun-Sep 4: I tried the camp lasagna,
which was great, then decided to try and
make it home, but had to stop and sleep in

continued on page 4
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For each of the past four years the Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation (OLSF)
sponsored a fundraising cruise for the Boys Ranch and Eye Bank. These cruises
proved to be worthy fundraising and fellowship adventures, raising more than
$40,000 for our state projects.

During the past year several Lions throughout the state requested that we
explore other fundraising travel options. So per your request I have listed below 5
fundralslng/fellowshlp options for the fall of 2006.

1) Three-Day Branson-St. Louis Tour. Motorcoach to Branson for
a show, then head up to St. Louis for a private Mississippi Riverboat
dinner cruise with Lobster and Prime Rib, tour St. Louis, and take
Amtrak train to Kansas City to catch motorcoach home. Includes 6
meals.

: 2) Seven-Day Colorado Rail Adventure. m‘:"
Travel New Mexico and Colorado on 5 different railroads; |
country dinner playhouse, and a chuck wagon dinner. ; -
- 3) Nine-Day Hawaiian Paradise Cruise. Fly to
=R 4) Six-Day Riverboatin’ Tour.
- "“’A Includes 2-day Mississippi River
L1V1ng History Farms and much more. Includes 12 meals.
5) Nine-Day Autumn in the Black Hills.
f“ Crazy Horse Monument, Cody (WY), Yellowstone
‘“"j Jackson Hole, and Steamboat Springs (CO). Includes 11

your 10 inclusive meals include Holy Cross Abbey dinner,
Honolulu to catch an 8-day, 4-Island cruise.
Cruise, Mark Twain Home and Museum, Amana Colonies,
Motorcoach to Rapid City (SD), Mount Rushmore,
A meals.

Okay fellow Lion adventure seekers, I have done my
part. Now it is your turn. EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE!
Contact me by e-mail at exdir@oklionsfoundation.org or by phone at (405) 947-
6540 and let me know which tour you would like the Service Foundation to spon-
sor as a fundraiser for our Eye Bank and Boys Ranch.

Cowboy Cadillac Tickets Needed

By Steve McGuffin, Executive Director
Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation

The Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation has distributed all of the 16,000
books (192,000 tickets) of Cowboy Cadillac Tickets to 146 Oklahoma Lions
Clubs. We are still getting calls from clubs that did not request tickets in time or
clubs that have run out of tickets and want more.

If your club is experiencing problems selling your tickets, please return them to
the OLSF at: 4123 NW 10th St., OKC, OK 73107. We will in turn get them to the
clubs that are having success in selling them.

Current Leaders for Top Selling Lions

3-0 Richard Kelley Tulsa McCullough $ 400
3-K Sherry Keisman Pocola $ 200
3-L Danny King Altus $ 1,980
3-A Jack Wicker Guymon $ 380
3-H Arnold Courts Edmond Evening $ 362

Current Leaders for Top Selling Clubs

3-0 Dewey $ 428

3-K Pocola $ 521

3-L Altus $ 3,878

3-A Guymon $ 1,598

3-H Edmond Evening $ 1,331
Other Awards Include

* Dr. Robert McCullough Fellowship to each Lion who exceeds $500 in ticket
sales

* Louis Lackey Fellowship to each Lion with $250 - $499 in ticket sales

* NEW Cowboy Cadillac Pin to each Lion with a minimum of $25 in ticket sales

Ticket sales will continue until November 30, 2005. The drawing will be held
on December 17, 2005, at 3:00 p.m. at the Charles Allen dealership. We have
arranged to have the BAR-S Foods cooker present to provide free hot dogs and
participate in a hot dog eating contest prior to the drawing.

If you have questions please contact me at the state office at (405) 947-6540 or
by email at exdir@oklionsfoundation.org.

PDG Bob Puzin from PCC and
Mrs. James A. Dunn Sr.; Wayne
Powell from Clinton Evening Lions
Club

OK Lions Eye Bank
In memory of:

Kenneth Gene Blackwell from
Lori and John Livingston, James
Thompson, Betty Smith, Patricia
Lane, Richard E. Bunger

Briggs Memorial Scholarship

In memory of:

Lion Martha Hamilton and
Frieda Jane Naifeh from PCC Linda
and Lion Bob Hughes

OK Lions Irrevocable Trust
In memory of:

June Harris from PDG Louis and
Lion Hallie Lackey; Cedar Elliott
from DG Bill and Lion Betty Gardner

OK Lions Service Foundation

In memory of:

Lion Martha Hamilton from
PDG Mike and Lion Judy Elliott,
PDG Clyde Brown, PCC Bennie and
Lion Joan Drake, PID Paul McCrary,
PDG Kent Ryals, PDG Carobelle
Carson, Pocola Lions Club, Wewoka
Lions Club, Lions of District 3-K;
Lion Roland Cox from Mary K.
Hallock, Tulsa Brookside Lions Club;
Karen Bode, Richard Metscher,
Julius Evers and Helen Geihsler
from PDG Carobelle Carson; Frieda
Jane Naifeh and Dick Pauls from
Lion James Terrill; Grace Cecil from
Lion Joe and Joy McGehee; Beth
Askew from Carolyn Guthrie;
Sydney Carney and Scott Humble
from PDG Clyde Brown

sec. at 405-947-6540 from 8:30am to
4:30pm M-F.

October 2005

Sat 1: Heavener LC, Ralph Perdue
918-653-7831 x279

Thu 6: Clayton LC, John Hooser 918-
569-4666

Sat 8: Lindsay LC for REC Hlth Fair,
Kenny Scruggs 405-756-3104 x239
Mon 10: Duncan Noon LC, Karen
Kaley 580-255-5354

Wed 12: Velma-Alma LC for school,
Flora Diffie 580-465-0405

Fri 14: Fairland LC, Dr. Teresa Jackson
918-676-2222

Sat &/or Sun 15-16: Tulsa Hispanic
LC, David Corral 918-749-1293

Tue 18: Moore Breakfast LC, George
Henschel, 405-793-9069

Thu 20: Tulsa Metro LC, Bill Douthat
918-364-0953

Eri 21: Seiling LC (special approval),
Amy Howard 580-922-4460

Sat 22: Altus LC, Gary Bohannan 580-
471-7239

Tue 25: Ardmore LC, J. R. Polzien
580-223-2070 x238

Wed 26: OKC NW LC & BCBS-OK
(special approval)

Thu 27: Weatherford Evening LC,
Janice Reeves 580-772-6234

Fri 28: Frederick LC, Neil Bhakta 580-
335-2129

Tue-Wed (am) Nov 1-2: Tahlequah
LC, Glen Sizemore 918-456-2287

Bus Driver’s View New Orleans,
continued from page 1

the bus on the way. In recollecting the
last 4 days, I realized I had only 4 hours
of sleep, which makes for increased
risk in driving, and also realized we
could have made twice the number of
trips in that time if things were better
organized in Louisiana and Texas. I
don’t think the Texans were given the
opportunity to be hospitable. The New
Orleans evacuees deserved better treat-
ment all around, but while on the bus
the babies never cried and the toddlers
did not get restless. All were so glad to
be out of the terrible conditions in New
Orleans that they accepted the uncalled
for delays, changes, no food, etc. They
were looking forward to better days.
Would I do it again? In a heartbeat!

THE OKLAHOMA LION

Monthly publication of the Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation and the Lions of Oklahoma

Chairperson, Council of Governors
PDG Gary Taylor
PO Box 1615, Mannford 74044-1615
H 918-865-5158 C 918-231-6345
gjtaylor@cimtel.net

State Secretary/Editor
PID Pat Shurley
4123 NW 10 St. OKC 73107
W 405-947-6540 Fax 405-947-3259
pashurley4177@sbcglobal.net

Office Administrative Secretary
Dawn Miller
4123 NW 10, Okla. City 73107
W 405-947-6540 Fax 405-947-3259
lionadmin@sbcglobal.net

Okla. Lions Service Foundation
Stephen McGuffin, Executive Director
4123 NW 10, Okla.City 73107
W 405-947-6540 Fax 405-947-3259
exdir@oklionsfoundation.org

Oklahoma Lions Boys Ranch
Donna Harders, Co-Director
Bryan Larison, Co-Director

PO Box 400, Perkins 74059-0400
W 405-547-2462 Fax 405-547-2058
olbr@provalue.net

Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank
Jeanette King, Executive Director
3840 Lincoln Blvd, Okla.City 73105
W 405-557-1393 Fax 405-557-0086
jking@oleb.org

Briggs Scholarship Foundation
President Sally Ventris
PO Box 631, Talihina 74571-0631
H 918-567-2911 sally@talihina.net




October 2005

page 3

Passion to Grow
and Excel

by Governor Bill Gardner

Two months have passed since I took
office and it looks as if most of the
clubs in 3-O are fighting to keep and to
gain new members, but we can’t let up
in our effort to increase our member-
ship. We do not want to redistrict.

I thank PCC Linda Hughes for meet-
ing with Tulsa Ranch Acres and work-
ing out a way that the club can contin-
ue, as a branch club of Tulsa Metro,
keeping their name and officers. Great
going, PCC Linda!

The month of August has been busy
visiting many clubs in 3-O. I look for-
ward to visiting all the Lions Clubs in
District 3-O and will do so in the next
few months.

Excerpts from the August letter from
President Mehta: “If a new Lion helps
in the community one hour a week, over
a year’s time that is an additional 52
hours of service to the community. How
many people were comforted, fed,
clothed, or helped because there was
one additional Lion? Many times we
forget the difference we make to a per-
son’s life just by providing a helping
hand.”

The Gulf coast needs a helping hand
as no one here in the great USA has
needed help before. We the people of
the United States are faced with the dis-
aster of hurricane Katrina and its after-
math. As usual, the Lions have stepped
up to bat. The Lions of Oklahoma have
already begun to help. LCIF has set up
a designated fund for Lions and others
who wish to help the hurricane victims.
Donations sent to LCIF for hurricane
Katrina relief from Aug. 29 to Nov. 20,
2005, are eligible for MJF recognition.
To count toward the MJF, the donation
must be a single $1,000 check from one
donor or donor club. The MJF does not
have to be named when the donation is
made. And other donations will also go
for relief to the Gulf coast.

VDG Delbert King has also been
busy visiting 3-O clubs, doing the
District training session, visiting Lions
World Services for the Blind in Little
Rock, and working with District 3-O
MERL-W advising them of their
assignment and the membership chal-
lenges we need to address this year.

churches and other locations.

Broken Arrow Evening:
Sponsored the OK Lions
MHSU on Aug. 1; provided
eyeglasses to a person.

Broken Arrow Noon:
Delivered Meals-on-Wheels;
volunteered at Okla. Aquarium.
Worked at Broken Arrow Senior
Center. Collected 41 pairs of

VDG Delbert King may be reached by
e-mail at jking@bartnet.net or by tele-
phone at 918-333-3669. His address is
3212 SE Brighton Ln., Bartlesville, OK
74006.

Needing help? Call VDG King, PCC
Linda Hughes, DG Bill Gardner; we all
want to save our existing members and
add new members. Think about where
you can start a new club.

Be sure and read the great article by
Lion Dan Crawford in the September
The Lion magazine. It’s all about the
Oklahoma Lions Boys Ranch in
Perkins, Oklahoma. Lion Dan is also
the District 3-O OLSF Cowboy
Cadillac chairperson and his telephone
number is 918-749-8400 and his e-mail
address is judgedan@msn.com.

Dates to remember

Oct. 8: Art of Man, Jenks

Oct. 14: Council Agenda meeting, OKC
Octo. 15: Council meeting, OKC

Oct 20: Zones A & B Meeting, 6pm,
Adult Center, Dewey

Oct. 31: Wyandotte Days

Nov. 1-2: Tahlequah Lions sponsor the
OK Lions MHSU

Nov. 3: Pawhuska Pancake fundraiser
Nov. 10: Grove Chicken/Noodles
Dinner

Nov. 19: Jenks Pancake Breakfast

Club Activities

Bartlesville Downtown: Bob Johansen
received pin for recruiting 2 new mem-
bers. Planning for Nov. 5 pancake day.
Provided eyeglasses for 4 people and 1
eye exam. Donated $1,000 to LCIF for
Hurricane Katrina relief. Collected 1
used printer cartridge for recycling.
Bartlesville Green Country: Visited 9
clubs in August. Delivered 97 used
printer cartridges and 10 pairs of used
eyeglasses. Volunteered at Kiddie Park.
Purchased white cane for a blind lady.
Bartlesville Tuxedo: Collected 137
pairs of used eyeglasses. Purchased 10
eyeglasses receptacles to be placed in

Henryetta Lions Club “hunting for Lions” in parade
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used eyeglasses, 57 used printer
cartridges and 1 cell phone.
Claremore Will Rogers: DG Bill
Gardner visited.

Coweta: Had annual chicken fry and
served about 250 people.

Dewey: Collected 11 used printer car-
tridges and 18 used cell phones for
OLSF (club credit of $29); donated
$100 to OLBR and 6 backpacks full of
school supplies to local elementary
school ($196). Prepared and served
homemade chicken and noodles, ham
and beans, cobbler, pies and drinks to
185 people at county free fair Aug. 26,
with net over $600. Drove city bus.
Fairland: Donated $100 to Fairland
Merchants’ Pool for premiums at youth
livestock sale at Ottawa County Fair;
dropped one Lion member.

Glenpool: Furnished eye exam and
eyeglasses to one person; donated $100
to a Lion’s medical expenses; working
on annual golf tournament.

Henryetta: Congratulations to Lion
Ron McAfee for 50 years’ perfect
attendance--way to go!

Inola: Making plans to do tours at
annual hayrides.

Jay: Helped with seventh annual Jay
Cruise Night; making plans for
Culpepper-Merriweather Circus for
May 26, 2006. Welcomed 3 new mem-
bers: Mary Jane Law, Ellen Oliver
and Jo Carrol lvey, all sponsored by
Carol Fortner; also reinstated Randy
Parks, sponsored by Roy W. Dunham.
Jenks:  Will help Chamber of
Commerce with “Art of Man;” will sell
“Main Street Memories.” Pancake
breakfast is Nov. 19, 7-10am, City Hall
Community Room.

Mannford: Raised $2,000 at golf tour-
nament. Selling OLSF Cowboy
Cadillac tickets at football game and
IGA store. Dropped 3 members.

Miami Noon: Ran concession trailer at
county fair; held gun raffle; proceeds
will be used to buy eyeglasses for local
children and to help maintain the local
Lions park.

Morris: Putting finishing touches on
Morris Lions Club Library; planning on
opening it early in 2006. Planning for
annual pancake day in Nov.

Mounds: Gov. Bill Gardner and Betty
visited.

Muskogee Noon: Purchased 2 pairs of
eyeglasses and collected 410 used eye-
glasses for recycling. Hosted the OK
Lions MHSU on Aug. 20, screening 69
people. Will hold golf tournament on
Sep. 9. Planning 90th Anniversary
Celebration. Selling OLSF Cowboy
Cadillac tickets. Lions Dale Swaidner
and John Been received OLSF
McCullough Fellowships.

Okmulgee: Welcomed new member
Marlene Lawson. Donated $100 to
“Manna Day” for school supplies; vol-
unteered at the event also. Purchased
eyeglasses for one person. Gave first

half of scholarship money to deserving
student. Lion Darrel Hughes passed
away; he will be missed.

Pawhuska: Donated $200 to help fam-
ily whose daughter is in a coma; $200
to National Drug and Safety League to
benefit Pawhuska Sheriff’s
Department; $115 to send child to Make
Promises Happen camp in Guthrie.
Planning for Nov. 3 pancake fundraiser.
Pawnee: Welcomed new member J.
Scott Wilson, sponsored by Jarrett
Matsberger. Printed and distributed
high school football schedules. Donated
$200 to OK Lions Boys Ranch.

Porter: Welcomed new member Judy
Johnson, sponsored by Shirley
Herring. Held appreciation dinner for
sponsors/workers at Porter Peach
Festival; Gov. Bill and Lion Betty
Gardner were guests. Donated 51 pairs
of eyeglasses and lenses. We hope all
clubs are inviting new members!
Pryor: Provided eyeglasses to 5 people.
Held annual Swimaroo contest for
Pryor children.

Tahlequah: Welcomed new member
Sarah E. Turner, sponsored by Melody
DuVall. Collected 400 pairs of used
eyeglasses and several used printer car-
tridges. Approved $115 donation to
sponsor child to attend the Make
Promises Happen camp.

Tulsa Brookside: Lost Lion Nathaniel
White-he will be missed.

Tulsa Downtown: Donated $100 to
LWSB, $50 for eye exams, $940 for
eyeglasses for 21 persons. Collected
1,000 pairs of used eyeglasses. Donated
100 used printer cartridges and 2 cell
phones to OLSF. Helped at fundraiser
for Prevent Blindness Oklahoma.
Earned $1,500 selling/taking tickets at
Tulsa RV/Boat Show.

Tulsa Hispanic: Dropped 3 members.
Sponsored the OK Lions MHSU and
screened 83 people. Paid for 3 eye
exams and eyeglasses. Paid an elderly
lady’s electric bill of $150.

Tulsa McCullough: Welcomed new
member George R. Lutz, sponsored by
Walter Shelton.

Tulsa Metro: Sponsored OK Lions
MHSU at Owasso. Gave $500 scholar-
ship to E. Central High student.
Sponsored pool party for Broken Arrow
Noon Lions who helped with MHSU.
Tulsa Red Fork: Lost one member.
Collected used eyeglasses. “Ole time”
member gave club $5,000 for memorial
garden and remodeling of building with
a special area for Men and Women who
have led the club through the years.
Donated to Alzheimer’s association.
Vinita: Manned food booth at Will
Rogers Rodeo; cooked “mountain oys-
ters” at the annual calf fry and sold t-
shirts and hats. Purchased eyeglasses
and eye exam for a person. Collected
used eyeglasses, printer cartridges and
cell phones.

Wagoner: Collected food for Wagoner
Area Neighbors.

Wann: Welcomed new members Burt
Todd sponsored by Marc Shelton and
Brian Little sponsored by Virgil
Daniels.

Welch: Trimmed Civic Ctr. shrubbery.
Wyandotte: Donated to Pee Wee foot-
ball for safety equipment. Wyandotte
Days are October 31.
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Be Positive

Positive Attitude, Positive Goals
make for Positive Results

by Governor Les Walker

Cowboy Cadillac

As I visit each of the Lions Clubs in
my district, I find them hard at work
selling OLSF Cowboy Cadillac tickets.
Some are using the prize of a 2006 Ford
F-10 pickup to encourage people to pur-
chase tickets. Selling tickets at ball-
games is going well as are those set up
in front of businesses, etc. Gore-
Webber Falls was one of the top ticket-
selling clubs in years past. They also
plan to be a top selling club this year.

Help Provide Funds for
OLSF

The Ardmore Lions Club will be
conducting a silent auction at the mid-
winter convention at Lake Murray
Lodge. All of the proceeds will go to the
Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation.
The amount raised will depend on how
many clubs in District 3-K participate
by donating items for the auction. If you
or your club can donate an item or two
please contact the Ardmore Lions Club
President, Jack Martin at 580-223-2070
or myself (Les Walker 405-317-4683).

Membership - PLUS ONE

I ask each 3-K club to work toward
the goal of a net gain of at least one
member this year. Remember the only
way to become a member of a Lions
Club is to be asked. We must stay posi-
tive. Passion to Excel with emphasis on
GROWTH is International President
Mehta’s theme for 2005-06. It needs to
be our passion as well if we are to grow
our clubs and better serve our commu-
nities. Catch the Passion!

Monthly Membership
Reports

The importance of getting the MMRs
in on time cannot be overly stressed.
There are still a few clubs that have not
sent an MMR for several months. This
is not a difficult task and does not take

much time.
Please con-

Govgrnor Les Walker
2800 Eastgate
Seminole 74868
(H)405-382-1016
(W) 405-3
lesmarw(@sbcglobalxiet
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tact me if -

you need help. Lions Clubs
International and the District need to
know how many members are in each
club for correct billing. If a new Lion is
not reported on the MMR, that Lion
does not receive The Lion magazine or
the Oklahoma Lion newspaper. It is not
fair to our new members. Please take a
few minutes and file your MMRs online
or by paper form.

New Members

Ada: Carlous West and Douglas Poe
Elmore City: Wanda Scott

Hugo: Stacie Pace and Stephani Butler
Konawa: Bobby Hatter

McAlester: Shirley Fleming

Okemah: Connie Haberman

Pocola: James and Mary Warden
Poteau Evening: Brian Dameron
Purcell: Kathie Greene, Amber Cole
and Claudia Boxley

Sallisaw: Kevin Moran

Wewoka: Patty Arnold and Joe Sharber

3-K Club Activities

Ada: Installed officers and had awards
banquet. Holding eighth annual Skeet
and Trap Shoot Out fundraiser on Sep.
17.
Ardmore: Lion Carl Denham received
a Dr. Robert D. McCullough
Fellowship. Connie Pelton received an
award for sponsoring new members.
The club purchased 2 eye exams and a
pair of eyeglasses, and donated $250 as
a hole sponsor at Southern Oklahoma
Tech Center’s golf tournament.
Atoka: Co-sponsored golf tournament
with Chamber to raise funds for schol-
arship program.
Coalgate: Ran train as fundraiser.
Donated $75 to OK Lions Boys Ranch
for school clothes.
Elmore City: Collecting eyeglasses to
help hurricane victims. Will host the
OK Lions  Mobile  Health

Dollarhide.

Idabel Lion Recognized for 40
Years of Service

Lion David S. Jones (pictured above left)
receives his 40-year Membership Award
from Idabel Lions Club President Steve

Screening Unit (MHSU) on Nov.
12 to provide free health screen-
ings for the community.

Madill: Members celebrated the
club’s fiftieth anniversary by
attending a dinner theatre on
July 23.

Poteau Evening: Sold funnel
cakes at football game as
fundraiser. Voted to buy one pair
of eyeglasses. Added one new
member.

Seminole: Sold barbecue ribs at
Wal-Mart as a fundraiser for
local projects in conjunction
with selling OLSF Cowboy
Cadillac  tickets. Presented
award to “Teacher of the
Month.” Purchased an academic
letter jacket for a student.
Talihina: Will run bingo booth
at OCCRA Grand Prix on Sep.
17.

Dates to - -

Durant Lions President Dan Enloe (right) welcomed
Remember Governor Les Walker on September 12, 2005.
Oct. 8: Cabinet Meeting,
10:00 a.m., at The
Meeting Place, 104 E. Choctaw, Broken Bow Lion Honored
McAlester
Jan. 27-28, 2006: District 3-K

Convention at Lake Murray Lodge.

OK School for the Blind
Students Will Hike the
High Andes

Tiffany Priddy from Spiro and
Arielle Edwards from Wagoner are 2
of only 9 visually-impaired high
school students nationwide chosen to
participate in the 2006 Super Inca
Trail adventure in Peru.

Lions Clubs interested in helping
the two students should contact the
Oklahoma School for the Blind, 330
Gibson, Muskogee OK 74403, tele-
phone 918-781-8200.

[

Lion Victor Pedrola receives Lion of
the Year Award from Broken Bow
Lions Club President Carolyn Davis.

r club projects and OLSF

Seminole Lions raise funds fo

L
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Pictured above, Seminole Lions held a fundraiser in their local Wal-Mart park-
ing lot on September 3 and utilized the event to also sell Cowboy Cadillac tick-
ets to raise funds for OLSF to support the OK Lions Eye Bank and Boys Ranch.

Lindsay Lions Cook
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Governor Les Walker helped Lindsay Lions cook hamburgers recently.
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DISTRICT
GOALS 2005-06

by District Governor Al Sikora

I believe that any individual in a
leadership position needs to have goals
they want to accomplish during their
“tour of duty” if they want to be con-
sidered successful. When I was Vice
District Governor [ started thinking
about what I would like District 3L to
accomplish during my year as District
Governor, and now I want to share them
with you so you know where [ am head-
ed and some of the thinking that went
into setting these goals.

Goal setting has two critical ele-
ments: goals need to be realistic and
attainable. If either one of these ele-
ments is missing, well as they say; “It
ain’t gonna happen!” So setting realis-
tic and attainable goals was a major
part in solving what I saw as our dis-
trict’s problems.

Having watched district membership
decline for a couple of years, increasing
club and district membership became
my first goal. I watched previous DGs
set goals of “X” number of new mem-
bers per club and “X” number of new
clubs in the district, and it became obvi-
ous that their “X” could be attainable,
but might not be realistic. Let’s admit it-
if your club has 6 members and hasn’t
recruited a new member in years, any
more than 1 new club member is not
realistic and “It ain’t gonna happen!” In
District 3-L, we have 6 clubs with 10 or
less members, and a goal of more than
1 new club member wouldn’t be realis-
tic. Besides, 1 whets the appetite, show-
ing other club members what can actu-
ally happen, and then they start think-
ing, “Gee, I can do this.” It starts to
snowball and we are already seeing this
in some of our clubs.

The same goes with starting new
clubs. The more clubs you try to start at
one time, the more you dilute your
available resources, and instead of
doing it, you spend most of your plan-
ning meetings talking about doing it
and how you are going to do it. But with
a goal of only 1 new club, all your
resources are available and it will more
than likely happen.

So I decided 1 new member and 1
new district club had a high probability
of happening. And if you do the math,
we have 47 clubs times 1 new member
equals 47 new members, and 1 new
club equals 20 new members; add those
together, and our district gets back
above 1,250 and we can relax for a few
minutes. The realistic and attainable
goal is 1. No more talk, let’s just make
it happen! By the way, I do have a
membership goal for the year ending
June 30, 2006: 1,300 members in
District 3L. It can happen if we just do
it!

I have always felt that “information
is gold,” and whether you are looking
for something or want to know what’s
the status of a project, if you don’t have
that information, you are just spinning
your wheels. Lions Clubs International
has spent a lot of money and time
putting a computerized information sys-
tem in place, one that gives “real-time”

Maria King, Jonathan Carter,
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you count them, that’s 25 new
or reinstated members, and if
I incorrectly spelled your

information to those of us who need it
(and a District Governor does need it).
So my next 3 goals were very easy to
formulate. The first was 95% of district
clubs reporting monthly using LCI’s
new WMMR system. I didn’t grow up
with computer systems (heck, transistor
radios and a small hand-held calculator
were the “miracle inventions” of my
era), but [ learned to use them just like I
learned to use new tools when I was a
jet engine mechanic. And that’s all that
computers are-tools! I’ll bet that some-
one in your club has a computer (and if
they don’t, libraries do) and Internet
access. That is all it takes to use the new
WMMR system. You’ll be providing
me, and others in district leadership
positions, with real-time, accurate
information. And that’s gold, Lions!

The other 2 goals are 100% of clubs
submit WMMR/MMR’s and PU-101"s
on time to LCI and the District
Governor. PU-101’s let us know who
your club leadership is in case we need
to get in contact with them and to get
the information in the state directory.
More gold! I'm greedy, so club secre-
taries and presidents, let’s make this
happen.

All these district goals are realistic
and attainable!

NEW MEMBERS

International President Mehta’s Plus
One membership growth initiative
seems to have taken hold within the dis-
trict and it’s great to see clubs adding
new members and “adding more hands”
to help them in their community service
projects. That is super and I would like
to see this continue in the future months
and years ahead. We all belong to an
outstanding organization and the only
thing that has kept us from being even
more outstanding has been the slow
growth of membership. We seem to
have turned this around and let’s con-
tinue this trend. Here’s this month’s list
of new members.

John Bloomberg of Altus, Lori
Wenninger of Anadarko, Jim Davis and
Mike Lennier of Chickasha, Terry
Patton, Jamie Sealey and Lisa Malone
of Cordell, Janet Montgomery and
Larry Montgomery of EI Reno
Canadian Valley, Jim Hall of Fletcher,
Frank Giambalvo of Hobart, Raul Perez
of Lawton Noon, George Campbell and
Lawrence Shepherd (reinstated) of
Lawton Northeast, and (hang on to your
Lions hats for this report from our only
College Campus Club) Elizabeth Wood
and Robin Jones (both reinstated), new
members Andrea Cardenas, Pinky
Patch, Aswini Mokanini, Stephen
Whittenbara, Gregory Franklin, Josh
Isom, Diana Isom, Sydney Risinger,
Jessica Hebble, Destray Cannon,
Lauren Patton, Mindy Hamrick, Alley
Craig, Maleah Dyer, Sandra Carey,

name, please accept my apol-
ogy as | had a hard time reading the 7
pages of the MMR I was given!), and
Rhonda Gossen of Weatherford Noon.
If your Lions Club hasn’t made this
list yet or you desire to add even more
“hands” to help in your club projects,
assistance is available from within the
district. Lions Ed Rall, Ealmer Klippel,
Doug Garren and myself are ready to
assist you in growing your club, so con-
tact us to find out how we can help your
club reach “Plus One.” Our phone num-
bers and e-mail addresses are in the
2005-06 Lions of Oklahoma directory.

CLUB DOINGS

Reminder: I enjoy telling the world
what District 3-L clubs are doing in
their communities, but I have an 18™ of
the month deadline to get my monthly
article into the state office. So, that
means that you need to get the informa-
tion to me by the 10th of each month.
E-mail is the quickest way to get it to
me (and I usually check my e-mail sev-
eral times a day), and if you are mailing
it to me, please allow 4-5 days for me to
receive it.

So here’s what District 3-L clubs
have been up to lately.

Altus Lions Club: Purchased 5 pairs
of eyeglasses for individuals in need in
the community. Collected 36 pairs of
used eyeglasses and 60 printer car-
tridges for recycling. Donated $100
each to Leader Dogs for The Blind,
Lions World Services for The Blind and
OK Lions Boys Ranch. Participated in
City of Altus Litter Clean-Up Day.
Continued Jackson County Memorial
Hospital projects. Held 2 successful
fundraisers.

Binger Lions Club: Held golf tour-
nament to raise funds for community
projects.

Cache Lions Club: Purchased a pair
of eyeglasses for person in need in
community. Collected 8 cell phones for
recycling. Participated in Cache com-
munity clean-up and waste removal
program. Daonted $50 to OK Lions
Boys Ranch. Visiting other district
Lions Clubs.

Chickasha Lions Club: Participated
in Grady County Free Fair, including
organizing and running the “Kiddie
Tractor Pull” event. Purchased 3 pairs
of eyeglasses for needy individuals in
the community. Collected 55 pairs of
used eyeglasses and 10 cell phones for
recycling.

Fletcher Lions Club: Donated $500
for batting cages at the Fletcher
Community Park, $100 to Fletcher
PeeWee Baseball Team to attend
regional tournament, $250 for
Fletcher’s annual fireworks display, and
$150 to Fletcher Public Schools Library
in honor of School Superintendent (and
Fletcher Lion) Kathryn Turner’s 50th
birthday. Held annual banquet for wid-

ows of past members at the newly
remodeled City of Fletcher Museum.
Club had donated $2,000 towards that
needed renovation. Honored Lion Ed
Malone for his 52 years of service to
Lionism. Purchased a pair of eyeglasses
for needy individual in community.
(My apology to the members of the
Fletcher Lions Club—your activity
report arrived too late to make the
August issue and [ accidentally filed it
with the July reports, so it missed the
September issue as well; sorry!)

Granite Lions Club: Served BBQ
and hot dogs at High School Alumni
Celebration. Served ice cream floats at
Fourth of July celebration. Gave two
$250 scholarships.

Hobart Lions Club: Donated to the
Kiowa County Historical Society to OK
Lions Boys Ranch clothing drive.
Awarded two $250 scholarships to adult
continuing education students.

Lawton Noon Lions Club: Awarded
three $500 scholarships to Cameron
University students for fall semester.
Borrowed a “Cowboy Cadillac” from
local Ford Dealer to enhance sales of
OLSF Cowboy Cadillac tickets at
Sutherland’s Lumber and Wal-Mart
(now there’s an idea for selling Cowboy
Cadillac tickets). Conducted the Lions
Clubs “Spirit” self-evaluation survey to
enhance club meetings and club activi-
ties (another good idea!).

Lawton Northeast Lions Club:
Sent 500 pairs of used eyeglasses to
Hinton Correctional Facility for pro-
cessing before getting shipped to Texas
Lions Recycling Center in Midland.
Purchased 5 pairs of new eyeglasses for
needy individuals in community.
Provided eyeglasses to 3 hurricane
Katrina survivors who had been evacu-
ated to Lawton.

Mustang Lions Club: Continuing
rental of Lions Den to other organiza-
tions and participating in community
lawn mowing project. Club is organiz-
ing membership drive with assistance
of Zone E Chairperson Susan Rader to
increase club membership.

Sayre Lions Club: Delivered tele-
phone books in Sayre as club fundrais-
er. Held club retreat.

Southwestern OK___ University
Lions Club: Delivered telephone books
in Elk City as club fundraiser. Held
extremely successful membership drive
at Campus Career Fair. Participated in
Weatherford Arts Festival, and will be
assisting Weatherford Evening Lions
Club with OK Lions MHSU visit.

Surrey Hills Lions Club: Held free
public “watermelon feed.” Club mem-
bers are planning/organizing weekend
club retreat at nearby lake.

Walters Noon Lions Club: Held
Certification of Organization event for
new Walters Leo Club. Club members
collected $635 for Hurricane Katrina
disaster relief, and issued challenge to
other district clubs to meet or exceed
their efforts.

Yukon Lions Club: Bought Peace
Poster packages for contests in 2
schools. Sponsored 12 Yukon Public
School employees at the annual School
Breakfast. Provided eye exam for needy
High School student. Collected used
eyeglasses. Hosted OK Lions MHSU
visit.
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GREETINGS LIONS --

As I write this month’s news article,
I cannot help but think about the cata-
strophic occurrences this past month in
the Gulf States. I am sure that this will
be on our minds for some time. I know
that Lions not only from District 3-A
but all over the world have “gone the
extra mile” to help those in need.

Several Lions in our District and
across the state had relatives or friends
involved in the devastation and/or res-
cue/relief efforts. Our thoughts and
prayers are with those involved or
affected in any way.

Helping those in need during a time
such as this is what being a Lion is ALL
about.

Remember that I wrote in my first
news article, | am an avid sports enthu-
siast. Looking from the perspective of a
sports game we have just completed the
first quarter, but we only accomplished
the start of winning the game. We have
to keep up until we finish the final quar-
ter before we can say we won. More
Monthly Membership Reports were
received and clubs are adding members
after the initial drop in July. I congratu-
late those Secretaries who have “gone
the extra mile” in filing their reports on-
line. This is a BIG help, as I can copy
the reports and this will save you some
extra work. | challenge those who have
not tried to file on-line to do so. I have
supplied the secretaries of the clubs that
I have visited the information to help
them with the on-line filing, and will
have this information for those clubs
that I have yet to visit. Do not hesitate
to contact me if you need further assis-
tance. As with any good athlete, we as
Lions do not want to give up, but keep
the POSITIVE motivation to strive to
win the game, after all the quarters are
complete.

To all the Lions of District 3-A, con-
tinue to keep up the good work. We will
overcome our obstacles and will be
stronger from the work that we are
doing. WE WILL WIN THE GAME!

Also remember that [ want to know
when your club has a fundraising pro-
ject so I can help you by getting your
information in the newspaper. Your
activity reports are important as they
are the primary way to let the district
and state know what you are doing.

Thank You!

First, thank you VDG Darlene
Schulz for the work that you are doing
with the MERL/W team in District 3-
A. VDG Darlene has already conduct-
ed two successful meetings with her
committees! Thank you PCC Ron
Schulz for your expert assistance with
our first District newsletter-a job well
done. Thank you District Treasurer
Harold Cooper for collecting the dis-
trict and state dues. Thank you District
Secretary Kim McFarland for all your
hard work on the Zone Chairperson
books and a big thank you to all the

H appiness E nthusiasm L ove P assion

LIONS GO THE EXTRA
MILE

PASSION TO EXCEL

“District

Zone Chairs for
getting your
reports to me.
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And to all the clubs that I have visit-
ed, you have made my visit very special
and enjoyable. From the induction of
new members, to the presentation of
special awards, to the honor of present-
ing three Melvin Jones Fellowships, to
the visitation and hospitality from each
of you, [ am truly appreciative.

District 3-A Club Activities

Alva: Purchased eye glasses and fin-
ished selling Lions Club Community
Calendars; presented a Melvin Jones
Fellowship to Lion Louis Folks.
Blackwell: Sponsored the OK Lions
Mobile Health Screening Unit.
Covington: Held 2 work days at the
city park to erect the jungle gym that
was donated by Covington-Douglas
School; also built a large sand box.
Raised $600 for club service projects by
providing lunch at the Covington Sale
Barn. Mowed grass around Veterans’
memorial at Covington Cemetery.
Planning annual golf tournament.

Enid Briggs: Club members worked
140 hours running children’s car and
airplane rides in Meadowlake Park.
Helped with work day at Lions Park.
North Enid: Collected 215 pairs of
eyeglasses and 26 lenses. Held appreci-
ation luncheon/hamburger fry for
Chisholm teachers and staff. Helped
Blackwell Lions with MHSU and
helped with work day at Lions Park.
Will hold bean supper on Oct. 29 at
North Enid Community Center, 220
Redwood, North Enid.

Enid Noon: Selling OLSF Cowboy
Cadillac tickets. Began screening for
2005-2006 school year sight conserva-
tion needs. Hosted United Way’s Allen
McCobb. Presented Lion Don Donahoo
a Builders Key Award from LCI.
Fairview: Painting buildings at
Historical Society; doing remodeling/
fence work at Little Jacket learning cen-
ter. Contributed 150 hrs to Aid to the
Elderly. Held Youth Hunter Ed Classes.
Garber: Donated $50 to OK Lions
Boys Ranch for school clothing. PDG

Boynton presented Club the
Governor’s Good Traveling
Trophy for small clubs-
Membership for 2004-2005.
Guymon: Had booth at
local fair. Past President
plaques, perfect attendance
pins and a zone chairperson
pin was presented at family
picnic. Collected 121 pairs

Charter Night for
3-A’s Newest Lions Club

The Lahoma Lions Club requests the honor of
your attendance at their Charter Banquet.

Saturday, November 5, 2005, 7:00 p.m.

Oklahoma and Fifth Street, Lahoma

An auction will be conducted to help start out our
new Lions Club. Donation of auction items will
be appreciated.

includes catered meal and a great time!

Please RSVP by Saturday, October 29, 2005, to
Melynda Hibbitt, 580- 548-5642 or e-mail her at
melynda@pldi.net.

Zion Lutheran Church

Keynote speaker
PCC Marshall Brence

$13.00 per ticket

of lenses and 173 pairs of

used eyeglasses.
Guymon Panhandle: Mowed, trimmed
and removed trash from roadside park.
Donated $120 to Panhandle Area
Workshop, $135 to Texas County
Sherift’s Dept to help defray expenses
in gardening and preparation of vegeta-
bles for jailed citizens.
Hooker: The Hooker Lions Club carni-
val has been a tradition since 1949 and
although it has evolved over the
decades, it remains a night of fun and
fellowship and the Hooker club’s main
fundraiser. This year’s carnival was
held August 27 downtown with several
other clubs and organizations providing
workers for the booths. The event
offered a raffle featuring 5 great prizes
including beef and a grill, pork and a
grill, 2 separate gasoline cards and a
savings bond; the $2 tickets were sold
for the past 6 weeks. This year’s event
netted over $3,900 after expenses
which included donations to the various
clubs who helped out.
Jet: Selling OLSF Cowboy Cadillac
tickets; continued to mow and weed the
Jet Lions Memorial Park; making plans
for our annual Deer and Pheasant Hunt
to be held this fall.
Keyes Klassic: Will sponsor pumpkin
decorating contest for pre-school and
elementary school children; selling
OLSF Cowboy Cadillac tickets; will
sponsor OK Lions MHSU for school
children of the community.
Ponca City After 5: Several members
donate blood every 54-58 days to OK
Blood Institute in name of club mem-
bers. Ran concession stand for 101
Ranch Rodeo.

Gov. Virginia Rodriguez reads LCIF letter to Lion Louis
Folks, a 40-year charter member of the Alva club. PDG Don
Lynch (in background) waits to bestow the club’s honor of
the Melvin Jones Fellowship on his fellow Lion.

‘Receiving MJF always an emotional honor

Planning
OctoberFest. Work
security for OK
State Univ. foot-
ball games in tak-
ing tickets, usher-
ing, and parking
cars.

Ponca City Noon:
Ponca City PoHi
Leo Club, spon-
sored by this club,
recently held
membership drive
with a gain of 60

new members.
Lion Suzabbe
Zanardi is their

Lion advisor.

Seiling: Entered in local rodeo parade.
Donated $50 to OLBR for school cloth-
ing and $100 to Relay for Life. Finished
Lions/Chamber of Commerce commu-
nity calendar project- net profit of $823.
Vici: Did highway trash pick-up.
Helped with Vici Free Fair. Selling
OLSF Cowboy Cadillac tickets.
Wakita: Held auction and ice cream
social; proceeds will assist the 112th
Anniversary of the Land Run into the
Cherokee Strip - 820d Wakita Old
Settlers’ Celebration. Selling tickets for
a drawing on large porcelain doll.
Woodward: Donated $50 to Partners
Acting Change Agents, a local commu-
nity group aimed at children and pre-
venting smoking, drug use, etc.

Spooks, Goblins, Black Cats
and Pumpkins will be at
3-A Cabinet Meeting

District 3-A’s second cabinet meet-
ing will be Sun., Oct. 30 and may
include guest spooks, goblins and black
cats. Alva Lions will host the event to
be held at INA RAE’S SPOOK
HOUSE in Avard. Meeting starts at
3:00 p.m. and we will have a spooky
meal at 5:00 p.m. Please let your
Governor know which you prefer, fried
chicken or chicken fried steak. Cost of
the meal is $10.00 each. Family mem-
bers are welcome. Little folks and Lions
are encouraged to come in costume, so
there will be prizes for the BEST
Costume and Halloween Goodie Bags
will be given. Ina Rae’s is unique and
was featured on Discover Oklahoma.
All 3-A Clubs are invited. Zone
Chairpersons, please make an extra
effort to attend. Directions: if coming to
Alva from the west (Hwy 64) about 5-7
miles from Alva there is a blacktop road
to the south and a sign for Avard; if
coming from the east on Hwy 64, come
through Alva and the blacktop road to
Avard is about 5-7 miles west of Alva.

3-A Midwinter Convention

Make plans to attend our convention
Jan. 20-21 at Autry Tech. Center in
Enid. Fri. afternoon’s early session:
“How to Judge Speech Contests.” Sat.
includes a session with the wittiest
Tailtwisters in 3-A! Please be thinking
about which office or committee you
could effectively serve on next year.
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Club Visits

by Governor Alwin Ning

For the first few months of my term as
district governor, club visits mold my life.
I was anxious to visit as many clubs as
possible to take a pulse of district 3-H. It
helps me adjust my priority for the
months to come. Vice District Governor
Gary Rhodes is fully apprised of the con-
dition of the clubs so that he can start his
term knowing what to do for the best of
the district.

Compared to an average Lions Club,
the Choctaw Club is small. Size, howev-
er, is not always a good measure when it
comes to service. This club of 17 Lions
still provides scholarship and financial
aid to students. Many members have
weathered through thick and thin of their
Lions Club and still focus on what Lions
do-serve.

A large placard with the numeral 17
caught my attention before Club
President Frank Davis of Guthrie Noon
greeted me. “The number,” he explained,
“is the new membership goal the club set
to recruit before the year ends.” If Guthrie
Noon, now at 83 members, reaches that
point, it will challenge some clubs to vie
for the title of the largest club in district
3-H, perhaps in Oklahoma. There is no
reason why their goal cannot be reached.

A visit to the Cashion Club explains
best why people want to live in a small
town. The club consists primarily of peo-
ple who help others in the normal course
of their lives. It was most impressive to
witness volunteer firefighters who grow
in capacity with a thriving town. The club
proudly showcased a pavilion in its own
park-a symbol of its standing in the com-
munity.

Visiting the OKC Remington Lions
Club is like a pilgrimage to a shrine not
because of any sacrosanct status of the
club but because of the illustrious Lions
in the club who for years illuminated the
club, the state Lions and beyond. Of
course, I am referring to PID Pat Shurley
and PCC Verne Ekstrom. For many years
I always wanted to be included in teams
visiting this club. Every visit reinforced
my conviction that it is the passion with
which the club served its community and
not its size that distinguished this club. If
what this club had accomplished can pro-
portionally extrapolate to larger clubs, the
OKC Remington Club can easily over-
shadow others in intensity of service.

Besides the succulent beef at the
Cattlemen’s Steak House, something else
is happening there that makes one feel
you want to come back. OKC Stockyards
Lions Club continues to attract local busi-
ness people to join its ranks to serve.
President Joe Sher conducted the club
meeting in a typical urban club fashion-
on time.

The Sportsman’s Club on NW 39th
Expressway is so popular that two Lions
Clubs meet there on staggered days. I met
Club President Ed Brown of the OKC
Northwest Club at the last state conven-
tion in Tulsa and looked forward to meet-
ing his club as soon as could be arranged.
The attendance was heartwarming, mak-
ing a large room look small. The club was
obviously enjoying the meeting because
there was no dull moment. All evolved
around club activities. PDG Jim Barnett
was kind enough to introduce me as their
speakers. The club has all the manifesta-
tions of an active club so much so that
what I spoke of was pretty much an echo
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ernor and vice district governor
at the open house event while
we attend the 2005
USA/Canada Forum in Peoria;
we wish success for the OKC
Southwest Lions at their open
house.

Though the trees still carried
signs of ravage by a tornado
some years ago, the spirit of
Lions of the Mulhall-Orlando
Club stood steadfast. The trau-

in this hall of Lions. I was given a 13-inch
ruler as a memento of my visit. President
Brown likened this to their extra measure
of excellence. What a fitting simile we
can all use.

When every member is a full partici-
pant of club activities, the club has it
made. This is what Moore Breakfast club
is; every member responds well to each
call for service; every member rises to the
occasion to take the lead in an area of
responsibility. That must make the job of
Club President George Henschel a
rewarding one. Experienced hands like
Jim Shreck, Carol Kitchen and the
Thompsons all make sure that they sup-
port the club president. Whenever help is
needed, someone stands up to undertake
the task.

I served as region chair under PCC
Kent Clovis. Visiting his club in Stroud is
like taking a test on how much I assimi-
lated what he tried to teach me. PDG
Steve Bivin was also on hand. That is
always a sign of continued support to the
club. I was heartened to see some very
young members in this well-established
club. No time was wasted and they
jumped right into the Cowboy Cadillac
OLSF fundraising campaign. No wonder
this club can maintain its club strength in
the face of adversities across the Lions
landscape.

Whether you like country music or not,
when you enter this Country and Western
Music Hall of Fame-home of the Del City
Lions Club-you can easily hallucinate the
sound of guitars, banjos and country
singing. Even when the club president is
not there, PDG Ed Puckett is there to
ensure that Lions protocol is followed. I
was there at the right time to present a
certificate of appreciation from Lions
World Services for the Blind for Del City
Club’s contribution.

My Region 3 Chairperson Ray Wade
and Davenport Lions Club President
David Guest assembled a most revered
group of Lions, some dating back to the
charter date fifty years ago. That is an
enduring commitment to service by any
standard. I can only express how humbled
I was to join hands with these dedicated
Lions and how proud I was to be a Lion
in their midst. Their service to the com-
munity over so many years gave added
value to what my generation of Lions is
doing today.

Willow Creek Golf and Country Club,
with its manicured lawn, graceful wil-
lows, and party rooms, is the
country club setting for the
Oklahoma City Southwest
Club. The members are not
here just to enjoy the idyllic
surroundings. The Lions gath-
er here to explore ways and |
means to revitalize the club to
its initial and high-spirited days
of the charter year. The club is |
heading the right direction with
an open house in two weeks.
Zone Chairperson Jack Legg
will represent the district gov-

matic experience could never be
forgotten but Mulhall-Orlando Lions kept
their focus on serving. Every member
seemed to have a vested interest in every-
thing the club did or planned to do. This
is what [ cannot resist sharing with other
clubs- that participation is the key to
retaining members. If members are not
engaged in club activities, they inevitably
drift away from the mainstream.

For many years, I harbored a curiosity
about the Perry Lions Club. This club was
known to have visionary leaders. They
had the foresight that Lions could and
should support an eye bank. They fended
off naysayers that countered, “Don’t we
have enough to do now?” Today, the
Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank is one of the
Lion’s best-known projects worldwide.
The Perry Lions rose to the occasion this
time to receive some evacuees from
Hurricane Katrina. Members participated
in staffing the OK Lions Mobile Health
Screening Unit at the county fair. Nobody
ever remarked they had enough to do.
This marks an active club that lives up to
the motto We Serve.

In planning to visit the Morrison club,
I began to appreciate the challenges my
fellow District Governor Virginia
Rodriguez of 3-A must have had in visit-
ing her clubs in the Oklahoma panhandle.
Morrison club is the farthest from
Oklahoma City in my district. When 1
first learned that the club met at 6:30
a.m., | immediately sensed that an extra-
ordinary plan was needed for me to be at
the club in the wee hours of the morning.
It was suggested that I stay overnight at a
hotel in nearby Stillwater. Due to the foot-
ball game, most hotel rooms were fully
booked and the few remaining rooms
demanded more than $100 for the accom-
modation. I managed to stay in a Perry
motel 19 miles west of Morrison. The
meeting place had no known address. I
followed the driving directions and the
building description given to me by Club
President Rosslyn Orcutt. It was almost a
miracle that in pitch darkness before
dawn I found the place. In just a few min-
utes I felt that all the effort to meet this
club at the edge of the earth and at an
ungodly hour was more than worthwhile.
Listening to the club meeting made me
once more convinced that this is what
being a Lion is all about. [The members
in the photograph below, from left to
right are Treasurer Robert McCroskey,
Polly McCroskey, President Rosslyn
Orcutt, Alwin Ning, Vice President Steve

Carr, Tail Twister and past president Ed
Benes, and past Treasurer and Auction
Chairman Erich Wehrenberg.] Morrison
club of 25 young and seasoned Lions is a
dynamite group. It was almost down to
the wire for its annual auction on the sec-
ond Tuesday of October. Everybody was
involved and had an assignment to
accomplish. The database churned out
area merchant supporters for each Lion to
approach for donations. Media advertise-
ment included local TV stations, newspa-
per, shopping swap, special flyers and
public service announcements. In the past
the club raised anywhere from $14,000 to
$22,000. That would wet the appetite of
many larger clubs with envy. A final
classy touch- they send personalized
thank-you notes to all donors for their
support. On my way back, I forgot com-
pletely all the troubles I went through and
had my mind fully engaged on how to
share their stories with other clubs.

Perkins is the home of the Oklahoma
Lions Boys Ranch, a time-honored insti-
tution for wayward youth. The Perkins
Lions Club not only supported the OLBR,
it also plotted its own agenda to serve
their community. On the heel of a suc-
cessful benefit golf tournament, Club
President Ron Thompson flexed his
power of persuasion for members to
house visiting Colorado football team
members. It was delightful to hear prompt
response of support. It just so happened
that the Perry club was going to have a
pancake event on the day the football
match will bring over a hundred young
customers. The timing could not be more
impeccable.

Other Club Activities

Cushing: Local photographer Lion Tom
Cummings showed his award-winning
photographs taken in Nova Scotia and
Vermont.

Davenport: Collected 15 eyeglasses;
helped youth peewee football.

Edmond Evening: Collected 106 pairs of
eyeglasses for recycling; donated $400 to
the OLBR for school clothing, $50 to
Edmond Historical Society for school
house dedication, and $200 to Coffee
Creek Riding Center for Therapeutic
Horsemanship; supported 3 boys and 2
girls to attend Boys and Girls State; held
ice cream social for Lions and their
spouses and family.

Guthrie Noon: Collected a large sack of
eyeglasses for recycling; donated to
Guthrie Territorial Museum.

Norman Sooner: Approved a request for
eyeglasses and examination.

OKC Evening: Collected 119 used print-
er cartridges, 7 cell phones, 141 pairs of
eyeglasses, 122 eyeglass cases and 14
pairs of lenses.

Stillwater Noon: Collected 121 prs of
eyeglasses; 3 volunteer hours with
Macular Degeneration; provided an eye
exam/eyeglasses ($85); helped “Relay for
Life” (local cancer fundraiser) with club-
owned game booths; Lion Jim Moser vol-
unteered 125 hours dri-
ving the OK Lions
MHSU around the state;
collected 3 suitcases for
the “Kases for Kids” pro-
ject.

[Clubs that did not
report their activities
missed out on their
chance to show what
being Lions is all about-
We Serve.]




page 8

October 2005

History of the Lions Emblem

by Past International Director/State Secretary Pat Shurley

Once the founding fathers had
agreed to take the lion’s name,
the selection of club colors was
simple-what could they have
been save the tawny gold of the
lion’s coat and the purple of his
royal heritage!

Membership approval of
these matters [the colors and slo-
gan] came quickly and with vir-
tually no dissension. The choice of an
emblem, however, was something else
again. Three years of directors’ meetings,
conferences with manufacturing jewelers
and draughtsmen, and endless wrangles
with critical brothers produced a continu-
ous roar that justified the Association’s
proud name. It wasn’t until 1920 that the
design as it now appears on lapel badges
and letterheads was finally adopted.

The emblem, as you are continuously
looking at it in trains, busses, offices,
hotel lobbies, and virtually everywhere
else, consists of a gold letter “L” on a cir-
cular purple field. Bordering this is a cir-
cular gold area with two conventionalized
lion profiles at either side and facing
away from the center. The word “Lions”
appears at the top and “International” at
the bottom.

The sponsors of the successful design
were careful to point out, “the mouths of
the lions are left open to receive jewels as
some members may wish pins set with
diamonds.”

It is a plain, decent emblem without
any confusion of ornament - effective
because of its simplicity. You might won-
der why so basic and uncomplicated a
design should not have been in produc-
tion two or three weeks after the constitu-
tion was adopted. And so it might have
been had if not been for the volunteer ser-
vices of unsung Cellinis filled with
notions about a sort of new heraldry.
Presently every man who had anything at
all to do with the selection of the emblem
became his own designer and none could
see any good at all in a sketch submitted
by anybody else. For the first couple of
years any committee that had anything to
do with the matter could work out no bet-
ter plan than to appoint a new committee
to supersede previous committees that
failed to survive delusions of talent and
good advice.

The final argument seems to have been
between members who wanted a conven-
tionalized alphabetical design and those
who favored something like the Rosa
Bonheur portrait of “The Monarch.” The
present design is something of a compro-
mise and in that as in most things pertain-

ing to Lions, you may find the
hand of the ubiquitous Melvin
Jones.

The Lions’ Board of
Directors, meeting in Oklahoma
City on January 13, 1920, had
tossed out the proposal of the
latest committee and showed
some favor toward a design sub-
mitted by the governing board
of the Oklahoma City Lions Club. The
Directors, apparently tired of it all, fol-
lowed the usual routine, bundled up all
the suggestions that had been given them
and passed the mess to yet another com-
mittee. Jones went back to Chicago,
opened up the filing cabinet and pulled
out a couple of hundred designs and sug-
gestions. With these and a pair of scissors
and a paste pot he began to put together
something of his own.

Obviously, he thought, there would
have to be an “L” somewhere on the
emblem. Also there would have to be
some representation of a lion. There
would have to be a chain or circle sym-
bolic of wunion. And the word
“International” ought to appear some-
where in the ensemble. Painstakingly, he
cut these items out of the discarded
sketches and pasted them together in a
rough jigsaw puzzle that didn’t quite fit.
At this point he sent out a call for Maurice
Blink, a commercial artist, and probably
the only Lion in the country who hadn’t
bothered the numerous committees with
designs of his own.

“Can you fix something like this?”
inquired Jones. “I mean something com-
bining these elements?”

“Sure,” answered Lion Blink. “When
do you want it?”

The artist came back in a couple of
days with three sketches. One of them,
virtually identical with the emblem as it
appears today, Jones laid before his fel-
low committee members, saying, “It rep-
resents a lion facing both past and future
- proud of the past and confident of the
future, looking in all directions to do a
service.” They approved it. At their next
meeting in Chicago, April 12, 1920, the
Directors underscored their approval by
empowering Jones to lay in an emergency
supply of lapel buttons.

[Taken from the book The World’s
Biggest Doers - The Story of the Lions by
Robert Casey and W. A. S. Douglas, pub-
lished by Wilcox & Follett Co. copyright,
1949 by Lions International. Autographed
by Melvin Jones-copy in Oklahoma Lions
State Office.]

Directory Updates

pg 6: Mannford LC meets at Freddie’s, Hwy 51 W of Salt Creek bridge

pg 12: Elmore City LC President Robbie Running

pg 13: Seminole LC Secretary Zachary Richardson

pg 15: Region 3 Chair Neal Bhakta; Zone L Chair Vinson Orr

pg 16: Anadarko Indian City LC meets at Caddy Shack Restaurant, 502 S Country

Club Rd

pg 17: Lawton NE LC meets at 8am not 8:30am
pg 21: Okarche LC meets Lumbar Cafe, 207 Industrial Blvd
pg 98: ORR, Vinson (Cheryl) [Frederick], 1104 Rebecca Rd, Frederick 73542 (H) 580-
335-3982 (W) 580-335-2112 voundertaker@pldi.net

PHILLIPS, Bob [OKC Expressway], 705 Ellsworth Ave, Yukon 73099 (H) 405-
350-1151 (W) 405-286-5107 rjphillips@cox.net
pg 99: RICHARDSON, Zachary [Seminole], RR 1 Box 253V4, Seminole 74868 (W)

405-382-5551

pg 100: RUNNING, Robbie [Elmore City], PO Box 678, Elmore City 73433 (W) 580-

788-4528 (C) 405-659-8833

Council Chairperson’s Corner
by CC Gary Taylor

Lions in the state: if you have relatives
or friends in the region of hurricane
Katrina my thoughts and prayers are cer-
tainly with you. It looks like their prob-
lems are not over yet.

I just looked at MD-3’s current mem-
bership numbers from International and
as of September 15 all of our districts are
below the 1,250 minimum, but there are
some good things on the horizon happen-
ing in several districts. Let’s continue to
strive and meet the International
President’s goal of one member net gain
for every club. I challenge all clubs to set
a goal of at least five new members.

I was privileged to travel with the Vice
District Governors to Lions World

Services for the
Blind in Little Rock.
All of the VDG’s
said their time there
was a great educa-
tional experience.

If any clubs in the )
state are having a special event please let
me know and I will do my best to be
there.

The information listed in the paper is
incorrect. My current address is P.O. Box
1615, Mannford, OK 74044 and my home
phone number is 918-865-5158 and cell
918-231-6345; my e-mail address is
gjtaylor@cimtel.net.

min@sbcglobal.net.
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Leo Membership Growth Month
International Relations Month

Tue 4: Walters Noon LC Culpepper-
Merriweather Circus fundraiser

Bartlesville Green Country LC
Open House, 7pm, Bartlesville First
Church of the Nazarene
Fri_7: Fairview LC Homecoming
Pancake/Sausage Supper, proceeds for
scholarship
Sat 8: Talihina LC Carnival

District 3-K Cabinet Meeting, 10am,
The Meeting Place, McAlester

Jenks “Art of Man”
Thu 13: Lions World Sight Day
13-17: LCI Emerging Lions Leadership
Inst., Oak Brook, IL
Fri 14: Lions-Quest Task Force Meeting,
4pm, State Office, 4123 NW 10, OKC
(PCC Verne Ekstrom 405-354-6406)

OK Lions Council Agenda Meeting,
7pm, State Office, 4123 NW 10, OKC
Sat _15: OK Lions Board/Council
Meetings, 8am, OKC West Side Lions
Town Hall, 4135 NW 10

7:15am Building set-up

7:30am OLSF Exec. Committee Mtg,
West Side Lions Town Hall Lioness Rm
8-8:45am OLEB Exec Bd mtg OK Lions
State Office Conference Room

8:55am Council Meeting Opening

Lions State Calendar

The OK Lions Calendar is updated often on-line at: http://lionnet-oklahoma.org
in printable .pdf format. To list Lions events, call 405-947-6540 or e-mail lionad-

9-9:45am OLSF Board Meeting
9:45-10:30am OLBR Bd Meeting
10:30-11:15am OLEB Bd Meeting
11:15-noon Briggs Board Meeting
12:15pm OK Lions Council Meeting
after Council mtg/clean-up OK Lions
St Conv Planning Committee meeting,
state office
20-24: LCI Emerging Lions Institute,
Oak Brook,IL
Thu 20: 3-O Region 1 Zones A&B Mtg,
6pm, Adult Center, Dewey
Ponca City Noon LC auction, Moose
Lodge, catered by Head Country
Fri 21: Bethany Helping Hands LC
Chili/Bean Supper 6pm, Warr Acres
Comm. Ctr, NW 42 & Ann Arbor
Sat 22: El Reno CV LC Car Show,-
Canadian Valley Vo-Tech
Sat 29: North Enid LC Bean Supper
Sun 30: 3-A Cabinet Mtg (see pg 6)
Mon 31: Sight Night
Wyandotte Days

November 2005

LCIF Contributing Member
Month

Diabetes Awareness Month
Thu 3: Pawhuska LC Pancake

Breakfast
Sat 5: Lahoma LC Charter Night (see
pg 6)

Bartlesville DT LC Pancake Day

MERL+W Membership Update

by PCC Ron Schulz, MD-3 Oklahoma Membership Chairperson

For those of you who read my column
in the Sept. Oklahoma Lion, you recall
that I ended the column with “if we con-
tinue last year’s trend into this year, all of
the districts will be below the required
1,250 membership requirement.” It
appears that my crystal ball was a little
hazy or perhaps it had a virus; as of Sept.
15 all MD-3 districts had membership
under 1,250. This situation is the respon-
sibility of two Lions, you and I. This is
not Joe’s problem, not Charlie’s, not
George, but you and 1. Working together
as a team we can and will reverse this
trend. The year is only one fourth gone
and now is the time for action.

The Passion to Excel, combined with
Plus One Goal will permit the Lions of
Oklahoma to recover from the loss expe-

rienced in the past 5 years. When each
district adds a new club above the total
clubs shown on the July report along with
each club ending the year with a plus one
positive growth, we will again be a
healthy multiple district.

The MERL+W team greatly appreci-
ates update reports from each district in
their efforts to rebuild our membership.
As of this date I have no reports of activ-
ities in districts other than my home dis-
trict. District A held 2 MERL+W meet-
ings and are striving to make a difference.
The new Lahoma Lions Club will hold
their charter night Nov. 5 and 3 other
communities are being targeted for a new
club. When the MERL+W team receives
no reports it leads us to believe nothing is
happening in your district.



